Gravel Pit Task Force Minutes     Feb. 23, 2012       
Members present: Seth Friedman, Michel Morin, Luana Nedich, David Rogers, Lea VanWinkle and Mike Weisel
Member Absent: None
7PM:
Old Business:  
None
New Business 
The Selectboard has asked the Task Force to continue with our work on the original objectives.  The Selectboard has proposed $15,000 in the Town Budget (to be voted on March 6, 2012) at the disposal of the Task Force. 
Dan Close has requested not to continue with the group because of personal commitments but will be available for specific tasks if needed.  We thank him for his contribution.
Dave Rogers has reviewed the Extraction regulations in the Town documents and has found if they are followed as now written that there would be a very small portion of the New Road property that could be used to extract gravel.  More information is needed to find out how waivers could be obtained.  Dave said he would be in charge of finding out about this issue of permitting. 
Seth had a map that showed the number of residents that would be impacted by a New Road Gravel Pit.  
Discussion was held for the 8pm meeting with Dick and Barbara Albertini who are the parties holding the New Road (and Pleasant Valley Rd) property Option that is being considered for purchase for a Town Gravel pit.  
8PM:  Dick and Barbara Albertini joined the Task Force.  Dick thanked the task force for the extensive work that has been done on the project and stated that he and his wife will go along with whatever final recommendations that the task force makes.  He gave some background information to the original proposal which was enlightening to the committee and stated that his lawyer Bob Rushford and the Underhill Town lawyer had negotiated the present Option.  He listed 4 scenarios for the New Road Site that he would consider and stated that all things are negotiable.
1. Option as proposed – selling property to the Town & Bond to finance
2. Selling property to the Town with Albertinis holding the Mortgage
3. Leasing the Gravel/Sand rights for XX years 
4. Dropping the entire proposal
The Albertini's did not like the idea of the property becoming a "pit" and even asked that we not use that verbiage. They pictured the land "only being altered slightly; smoothed out, to create a flat area for affordable housing" Dick recognized that his comments decreased the proposed 490,000 CY gravel estimate and that would have an effect on the purchase price. The Albertinis stated that they are interested in the property being left in a state where possibly affordable housing could be developed after the extraction process ends.  They plan on remaining residents in the area and actually will eventually move into the adjacent property which they own.  The Task Force was very interested in the idea of less invasive extraction that would leave the property available for development.  Lea mentioned the Sunrise (Williston) development on Route 2 as a potential model for this type of development.
The Albertinis were thanked for their participation and their extensive knowledge of Underhill.
8:45PM
The group found the information from the Albertinis to be very helpful in the direction of future approaches to the New Road Pit.  
The group discussed the fact that none of the recommendations in our September report have been enacted.  It was felt that some should be considered while the task force continues.  The closing and/or remediation of Beartown Gravel Pit are one of the primary recommendations that should be pursued.  Also the immediate use of forms to track gravel and sand purchases (including travel time) must be implemented. 
The Force should come up with a list of uses for the $15,000 budget item to defend it at the Town Meeting on March 6, 2012 if questions arise.
Mike M. will ask Rod (Highway Foreman) to meet with us at our next meeting to discuss the overall road plan and the capabilities of the road crew in carrying out the plan.

Luana Nedich
Acting Secretary

