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July 9, 2019

To Whom it May Concern,

My wife and | purchased the property at 43 Ellsworth Meadow Lane during the winter of 2018 and we would like to
make the home comfortable for our family. In addition to some interior remodeling, all of which will stay within the
current footprint of the house, we would like to add 2 decks, an exterior stairway, and expand another deck.

We believe that we have met the following conditions for a variance to be granted.

A. The propenty is triangular in shape and has a 70’ drop in elevation. Due to the challenges of the topography the
home was built near the north east corner of the property, where the original owners were able to utilize the flattest
piece of land within the property boundary.

B. The entirety of the dwelling was built within 60’ of the neighboring property and within 60’ of our private road.
Building these decks will allow us to: enjoy family cookouts; move furniture into the second floor; and easily escape

in case of a fire.

C. All structures on the property were built by previous owners, with the home having been built at least 40 years
prior.

D. Ellsworth Meadow Lane has a total of 5 residences. The modifications that we are requesting will not alter the
essential character of the neighborhood. Conversely, by improving the aesthetics, health, and safety of the property,
the changes that we propose will bring our property more in line with the character of the neighborhood.

E. We understand that a variance, if granted, will represent the least deviation possible from the bylaws and plan.

Due to the proximity of the dwelling to the neighboring property line, and the facts stated above, we kindly request a
variance to make the following additions to our home.

Proposed Deck additions

Deck 1 - 6'x12’ deck to be accessible from the second floor bedroom on the west end of the house. This deck will
serve as a fire escape and allow us to move furniture into the second floor because the only interior access to the
2nd floor is a spiral staircase. It's location will be directly above the existing 6'x12’ deck.

Deck 2 (expansion of existing deck) - 3'x26’(linear) L shaped deck that will connect the new front door entry (south
wall) to the existing 6’x12’ deck.

Deck 3 - 12'x18’ deck on the north wall to be accessible from the north entry and a short stairwell to the ground
(north east corner). This deck will also attach to a small landing (3'x3’) for the exterior stairway which will provide
access to Deck 1.

Thank You,

Kurt Thoma & Rachel Fraumann



Conditional Use Review Supplemental Answers:

The proposed project will not impact the demand for community services and facilities.

The proposed project, of an interior remodel and adding decks to the residential property, will not negatively
impact the character of the area. The proposed work will improve the aesthetics of the home and make the
residential property more livable.

The project will have no impact on the traffic patterns of the neighborhood.

The proposed project does not meet the setback requirements due to the location of the original construction
of the home,

The proposed project will not interfere with the sustainable use of renewable energy resources.

Site Plan Review Supplemental Answers:

1.

The proposed site layout will not impact the natural, historic, or scenic resources.

2. The proposed location and orientation of the of the structures is consistent with the other residential houses
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in the neighborhood.

The proposed project will in ho way cause a hazard to vehicles, pedestrians, or bicyclists on any roads,
sidewalks or pathways.

The proposed project will not impact any loading or parking areas

The proposed project does not impact the vehicular or pedestrian circulation.

The proposed project does not include any modification of screening or landscaping.

If any outdoor lighting is added as part of the proposed project, it will be downcast and shaded.

There will be no temporary or permanent stormwater management or erasion control measures taken as part
of the proposed project.



Andrew Strniste

From: kurt thoma <kurtthoma@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 11:07 AM

To: Andrew Strniste

Subject: Re: Development review answers for 43 Ellsworth Meadow
Attachments: 2nd floor.pdf

Andrew,

At this time we have decided to keep cabin as a seasonal camp.

With regards to the guestion of the 2nd bedroom, | am waiting to hear back from the state about changing the state
permit from 1 bedroom to 2.

If you don't hear back from me by the end of the day, you may go forward with our intent of:

1. Keeping the property as a seasonal camp
2. Keeping the dwelling listed as one bedroom (use the attached drawing as visual indication).

Thank you,
Kurt

On Thu, Jul 11, 2019 at 8:34 AM Andrew Strniste <astrniste @underhillvt.gov> wrote:

Good morning Kurt,

Thank you for forwarding this along. Just for clarification purposes, as | know we have discussed this in the past;
however, is your intention to keep this particular structure as a seasonal camp? Or is your intention to make it a year-
round residence?

Thank you,

Andrew Strniste
Planning Director
Zoning Administrator
Town of Underhill

P.O. Box 120



