UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday, August 21, 2008

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer, Vice-Chair; Steve Owen, Selectboard; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

6:04 PM:
 Meeting Called to Order
· Minutes from 8-7-08 Reviewed and Accepted
· Orders signed

· Sign Proposal for River Road: Dan has a proposal to move the 45 mph speed sign on River road (as you head out of the Center towards the Flats) across from Lang’s driveway where the 30 mph sign is in the other direction.  The Board reviews a speed ordinance provided by Sherri and decides that this is not an amendment of the current speed ordinance, but a correction of a misplaced speed sign.  Dan also recommends and the Board agrees to put a “Reduced Speed” sign right before New Road on Pleasant Valley Road as you head into the Center. 
· Montgomery Subdivision, ML060, Road Approvals:  Michael and Barbara Luck and John and Jeanne Panner, Guests:  Chris reviews with the Board the plans for the proposed subdivision road, “Wheeler Road” and driveways, and also a plan for work to be done on the existing Maple Leaf Farm Road.  Currently, there is maintenance work that needs to be done on this road including:  

· Replace the existing 12” metal cross culvert located approximately 370’ downhill of the proposed Wheeler Road with a new 18” HDPE culvert;

· Ditch downhill from the outlet of this culvert to create positive drainage;

· Roadside berms should be removed to promote free drainage off the gravel surface;

· Ditching on both sides of the road is needed.  All ditches in excess of a 5% slope should be rock lined, while ditches flatter than 5% can be grass lined;

· One area approximately 100’ below the new Wheeler Road needs ditch protection with heavy stone.  If possible, a short section of this ditch should be moved back farther from the road surface.  This will necessitate some tree clearing and cutting the slope back.

Because of the stormwater plans for the project, stormwater runoff volumes into the Town drainage system will not increase, but the length of time for discharge will.  Developer and Town Highway Foreman have agreed that the Developer shall pay one-half (1/2) of the cost of the stone-lined ditch from the entrance of Wheeler Road to the existing 24” cross-culvert between 100’-200’.  The cost for this repair shall be $7.00/linear foot.  Obligation will occur once Wheeler Road is put in, and Developer shall coordinate with the Highway Foreman.  
Upon a motion, the Board approves the name and design of the proposed Wheeler Road; the subdivision driveways; and the recommended waivers from the DRB (Private Road:  100-foot curve radius—request for less than 100 feet at first curve on Wheeler Road and for a waiver for that portion of Wheeler Road that is at 10 % grade for more than 500 feet.)  These approvals are conditioned upon the payment for the stone-lined ditching by the Developer as outlined above.   
· Appointment of Barbara Greene to the Conservation Commission:  Barbara is a new community member with an extensive background in volunteer and committee work, and has been enthusiastically nominated by the Conservation Commission for appointment to the Commission.  Barbara meets with the Board and the Board unanimously appoints her to the Commission for a 4-year term ending in 2012.  
· Report on the Beartown Road Gravel Pit:  Heindel & Noyes Report and Letter from Town Attorney:  Chris reviews recent history of the Beartown Road gravel Pit with the Board:  This spring, in the course of discussing buying land for a new gravel pit in Town, the Beartown pit came up in the context of the potential for selling that pit.  There was some feeling that there may be a problem on the land based on veiled references to some past hazardous materials dumping.  Chris checked the available Town records, and while it seemed that this was known about in early 2005, there is not a complete record as to a resolution.  Conversations with current highway employees and Beartown Road neighbors revealed that there may have been a release of motor oil and perhaps other substances as well.  After consulting with Vince Paradis, the Town Attorney as to the best way to proceed, the Board hired Heindel and Noyes Inc an engineering firm to come out and conduct testing on the site.  
Initial dump sites were staked out and testing revealed a lack of petroleum related substances.  This was troublesome to the engineers based on the anecdotal evidence, and after further discussions with abutting neighbors and former landowners, sites were re-staked and these areas were tested.   After this testing, Heindel and Noyes made the following conclusions:  

1. The former disposal activities that had reportedly occurred on the subject property do not appear to have impacted the site at levels that currently pose a threat to human health or the environment; and
2. No further investigation, assessment, or monitoring regarding this matter is currently warranted.  Thus no remediation activities need to be conducted at the subject property.
After reviewing this report, Town counsel has written the Board, and made the following recommendation:

“In light of the results of the report it appears that there is no evidence of a suspected release of hazardous materials at the Beartown Road gravel pit to report to the Agency of Natural Resources and this matter can be closed.”  
Paradis also recommends reporting on this at a Selectboard meeting so that this is reported in the Minutes.  The File and report from Heindel and Noyes will be kept in the Town Administrator’s Beartown Road Gravel Pit file and is available for public review.    
7:00 PM:
Meeting with Ethan Allen Firing Range Personnel:  This portion of the meeting was held upstairs in the Hall to accommodate the number of people who attended the meeting.  The purpose of this meeting is to follow-up with Range personnel to find out what steps they have taken to address the concerns raised by community members at a meeting held on July 24, 2008.  Below is a summary of comments: 

· Col Rob Gingras Facilities Engineer:  Rob reports that he has provided a copy of the Environmental Assessment to the Town.  The original documents were kept at the DRML; UVM; in Montpelier; and Camp Johnson.  Notice:  In the future, the Guard will advertise in the Mt. Gazette and let the Town Administrator know about any future development and/or environmental assessments (EAs).  Noise:  The Guard has solicited quotes from noise contractors to investigate possible noise mitigation strategies.  They are also going to be planting trees within the next week at the rear of the new Range (7-1).  They will be planting two and one-half foot high evergreens.  They have also laid out no-mow and no-cut zones to let a natural buffer grow.  They have addressed the loudspeaker complaints.  They have also added new speed limit signs on Range Road that limits Range traffic to 25 mph.   

·  Community Members:  
· Hank Crouse 144 Beartown Road:  Hank discusses throughout the meeting the fact that the Town did not receive notice or the EA while others were personally notified, including Abenakis in Swanton and NH Fish and Wildlife.  Gingras responds that he gave the notice that was required of him; and that prior notice wouldn’t have helped community members as this was the only place it could go b/c they have wetlands and hilly terrain.  Crouse wants to make sure that the noise consultant comes to his house.  He also wants to know why this range was constructed to train the relatively small number of Guardsmen noted in the EA.  Gingras responds that they didn’t have enough time to transport Guardsmen to Fort Drum given their weekend training schedule.  Lt. Col Tom Cahalen (Training Site Manager) also states that it is a resource issue, that there is not room on ranges at Fort Drum.  Crouse states that unless something is done they will appeal to federal authorities and the Conservation Law Foundation.  Crouse reports that the firing was quiet for the 1-1/2 weeks after the last meeting but that recently it has gotten very loud again.  Range personnel respond that the use of the range 7-1 was that same during that time span, but that the weather differed, when it is cloudy it is louder due to atmospheric conditions, on sunny days there are no noise complaints.  Homes on the Range may continue to collect signatures for their petition.    

· Georganne Pedrotty 177 Beartown Road:  Pedrotty states that in the past when they have done noise monitoring it is on days that it is not so loud.  She has lived there 26 years and this noise is totally different, and she suspects that the Range personnel have no idea what is going on in their neighborhood.  Gingras responds that some of the firing Pedrotty is talking about in on Range 6-3 which has been there for appox. 26 years. Pedrotty wants to make sure that they get a chance to speak with the noise consultant
· Steve Walkerman, Selectboard Chair:  Steve states that he assumes that the noise study will take place over a length of time and will take in to account the varying weather conditions.
· Gertraud Frey 135 Beartown Road:  Frey asks about the buffered range that is being constructed in Connecticut.  Gingras responds that it is a baffled range, and he thinks it may go forward, and that the noise consultant will be making recommendations to the Range about abatement techniques.  Frey also questions placement of the Range so close to a residential neighborhood.

·  Betty Moore, 118 Stevensville Road: Moore has a question about the location of the tank range.  She asks why the new range wasn’t put in the excavated gravel pit off Beartown Road on Range land.  Gingras responds that it is too close to the impact area.  Betty states that the noise also affects Stevensville Road neighbors and that they noise consultant should also take measurements up there. Moore also has concerns about the lack of notice that she feels the Guard was obligated to give the Town and the neighbors after reading the EA.  

· Tony Julianelle 17 High Meadows :  Tony thinks it would be good for the Guard to advertise in the Mountain Gazette for residents that want to have noise measurements taken from their homes.  Gingras agrees that he will do this.

· Barbara Luck 42 Maple Leaf Farm Road:  Luck asks what will be the parameters of the noise consultation, and how will local residents be able to participate and how will they know what the parameters of the study is?  Gingras states that he does not have to put out a “Request for Proposals and advertise b/c this contract is for $75,000.00, under the RFP limit.  Town Administrator asks if he can send her the bid document so that she can post it on the web site and make it available to community members, Gingras agrees to do this.  In addition to the Mountain Gazette advertising, Gingras will get in touch with Range Road, Beartown Road, Krug road, and Stevensville residents.  

· Craig and Susan Lassiter 12 High Meadows:  Craig asks for a complete list of the people with their addresses who participate in the study.  He states he could get a petition of signatures from people who are not bothered by the Range.  Susan asks if the people who signed the petition have family or friends training in the military, that they need this place.

· Pam Parshall 77 Range Road:  Pam reads into the record a letter to the editor of the Mountain Gazette that was published in the last edition.  This letter is attached to these Minutes.

· Karen McKnight 164 Beartown Road:  Karen states that they should measure noise on cloudy days and on sunny days.       
8:05 PM:
The Board adjourns

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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