Underhill Trails Committee

February 15, 2011

Members present: Patrick Lamphere, Carol Butler, Theresa Potvin, Karen McKnight

Guests: Howard McRea, Nancy McRae, Natalie Coughlin

1. Welcome and introductions

As long time residents of Underhill the McReas are concerned with the posting of sections of the Madona Vasa Trail .  This trail has been used for cross country skiing for many years by Underhill neighbors. They were interested in learning more about the Trails Committee.  

Current issues facing the trails committee include use of private property without permission; access with limits to private property; mapping of trails without permission; and chronic need for public education about landowner rights and the use of private property.  
One recent accomplishment is the Underhill Trails Handbook.  The handbook was designed as a guide to making trails on public Town of Underhill property  and as a resources for anyone who is interested in making a trial on their private property.  
The current work of the Trails Committee includes communication through education articles and the relocation of sections of the Crane Brook Trail onto town owned land.

2. Goals and Next Steps:

1. Natalie Coughlin and Howard and Nancy McRae have been invited to join the committee.  They will send letters of interest to the Selectboard.

2. Plan and write a series of education articles for publication. (Natalie)
3. Work on the Crane Brook Trail (All)
a. Review sections of the trail and potential areas to relocate.

b. Contact the original state agencies for guidance on location of the new trail sections. (Theresa)
4. Reorganize the Committee at the first meeting after Town meeting (March 15th)
5. Formulate a Mission Statement and Goals (Karen).

6. Contact Town administrator, Faith Brown  regarding the budget (Carol).

7. At Town meeting make a brief  presentation of the Trails Committee work to date.  (Carol).

Respectfully Submitted by,

KMcK

Karen McKnight, Trails Committee member acting in the secretary’s absence

.

