UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Wednesday, July 24, 2008
Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer, Vice-Chair; Steve Owen, Selectboard; Rod Fuller, Highway Foremen; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

6:00 PM:
Site Visits:  The Selectboard Highway Foreman and Town Admin. conducts site visits to 60 McClellan Farm Road and 69 Meadow Lane.  On McClellan Farm Road they reviewed a complaint from Robert Fletcher who felt that excess road sand in winter was expanding the town right-of-way; and on Meadow Lane they received a complaint form Francesco Aiuto that the town culvert was negatively impacting his driveway.  
7:00 PM:
The Board convenes the meeting at the Town Hall.

· Stan Hamlet:  Stan comes in to talk to the Board about patching the sides of Pleasant Valley Road and River Road as there are many potholes and it makes it difficult for bikers and pedestrians.  Rod states that he has some cold patch that he can use to temporarily fix the problem.  He plans to start reconstructing the section of Pleasant Valley Road from around 99 PVR to 144 PVR next year.  Until then when drainage issues can be addressed, any fixes to the road or shoulder will only be temporary.  
· Minutes from 7-9-08 Reviewed and Accepted
· Orders signed

· Mailbag:  The Boards reviews the following letters:
· Letter from Lucien Thresher 11 Clark Road:  Mr. Thresher wrote to the Board asking for the purpose of the paving requirement and what the fee was used for.  Chris tells the Board that paving permits have been required since 2002 when the zoning regulations were last amended.  The Board states that the purpose of zoning fees is to defray administrative costs and to raise revenue for the Town through a user fee.
· Letter from Ken Eardley 562 Poker Hill Road:  The Board reviews a letter from Mr. Eardley wherein he suggests that the Town put out a mailer to town residents asking if residents on a fixed income who heat with wood would need help this heating season; and whether residents who have had their right-of-way cut by VT Electric Co-op and do not use wood would be willing to donate it.  Eardley then suggests getting the boy scouts or other community groups to load wood onto town trucks for distribution.  The Board thinks this is a nice idea, but is not sure how the logistics would work out, (e.g. identifying recipients; cutting and distributing the wood).  After a brief discussion, the Board refers this letter to the Energy Committee. 
· RPC, SRI Approval:  Chris reviews with the Board the proposed change to the definition of “Significant Regional Impact” in the Regional Plan.  The proposal would change the definition from one that is based on numerical thresholds to one that finds an SRI when there is a conflict between a regional plan and a local plan and the regional plan is more detailed.  If a significant regional impact is found, then in Act 250 and Section 248 proceedings, the regional plan would control.  Chris explains that under this proposed scheme, the local plan would generally control, as by nature it should be a more detailed document than the regional plan.  However, there are instances where a local plan probably would not be more detailed, (i.e.: the area of air quality) than the regional plan.  In those instances the regional plan would be used to evaluate the relevant part of a proposal. 

7:30 PM
Meeting with “Homes on the Range” (HOTR):  This portion of the meeting was held upstairs in the Hall to accommodate the number of people who attended the meeting.  

· Hank Crouse (HOTR), 144 Beartown Road: Hank is the spokesperson for a citizens group called Homes on the Range.  They have organized in response to the increased noise that the new firing range is creating.  The Committee first met on Saturday, July 19, 2008 after a very long and loud day of firing on Friday.  Hank states that his group’s problem is not with the VT National Guard but with the new firing range.  Hank is a World War II veteran, and he appreciates then need to get troops ready, but the firing is going on until 10:00 PM and it is very loud and disruptive.  Since organizing this past weekend, HOTR has collected 129 signatures on a petition in 3 days.  Hank reads the attached petition, and presents the pages to the Selectboard, which are attached to these Minutes.  Hank also talks about the speakers that direct firing on the range and states that it can be clearly heard by residents.  Hank suggests, first, moving the range to a new location; or second, creating some kind of noise barrier that would mitigate the noise from the new range.  Hank discusses the noise barriers on the Jersey Turnpike and how these could be erected to reduce noise for residents.  Hank did not think that landscape changes would do enough to muffle the noise. 

· Tim Pedrotty 177 Beartown Road:  Tim has been a resident for 27 years and has nothing but honor and respect for the Guard.  During that time his family got used to the Gatling guns and other firings that have taken place on the Range.  However, in the year, with the opening of the new firing range, the quality of life has dramatically changed, and he is appealing to the Board as the local residents need help.

· Roger Frey, 135 Beartown Road:  Roger asks that the Board reevaluate where the Range is.  He then reads into the record a letter from Luella Lamphere 108 Beartown Road, who has been a resident at her current address for 60 years.  This letter is attached to these Minutes.

· Dan Close, 11 High Meadows:  Dan is a real estate broker in the area.  He reminds the Board of the Carter case that resulted in the Supreme Court deciding that conditions such as high wind must be disclosed to a potential buyer.  Dan states that the noise from the new firing range is a condition that will have to be disclosed to potential real estate buyers and that it will have an impact on real estate values.

· Col. Robert Gingras, Winooski VT:  Col Gingras is the facilities management officer of the Ethan Allen Firing Range.  Col. Gingras states that the training taking place on Range 71 (the new firing range) is very important to their mission.  Col Gingras estimates that the range cost in the vicinity of 3 million dollars.  The new firing range went through a siting study to avoid wetlands; and that they used GIS data and an environmental study and had to prove that the proposed plan was the least.  The perimeter of the new firing range is about 650 meters from the Range boundary line.  

Col Gingras reports that they have already started to come up with a solution for the noise from the speaker system. He also states that they do not fire anything bigger than a 5.56 round.  Other representatives from the Range include Major Kapusta, Range Control Officer; and Lt. Col Belaski, Facility Design and Project Specialist.  Both of these officers responded to questions referred to them by Col. Gingras.  

· Steve Walkerman, Selectboard Chair:  Steve states that last year when there was a meeting with Range personnel, Lt. Col Zelko stated that he would send the studies electronically so that they could be posted on the Town website.  So far, this has not occurred.  Steve asks that the study be made available to the Town.  Gingras agrees to send the report. 
· Steve Herrero 74 Range Road:  Steve states that the problem at the Range is the noise.  He asks what study was done and what the Guard is going to do for noise abatement.  Steve states that he and his family have lived with noise from the range for years, and did not have a problem with it in the past or with troops training now, but that it is the increase in noise is a problem.   
· Eliot Danforth 84 Beartown Road:  Dr. Danforth states that he served in Vietnam as a captain so that although outranked, he understood the necessity for training.  However, he said that in addition to the noise he is also getting gun smoke drifting into his house.  He states that a few weeks ago, he missed a flight ate the airport as his PC had so much gun smoke residue that airport security thought he was a potential problem.  He eventually straightened things out, but he missed his flight.  He also asks about the occasional huge explosions that knock china off the walls, like the one that took place this morning.  Range personnel reply that in order to neutralize unexploded ordinance range personnel detonate a C-4 charge to explode the ordinance.  There were several complaints about this throughout the meeting.
· Tim Pedrotty asks if there was any notice to the Town about the new firing range.  
· Chris Murphy, Town Administrator responds that the Town did not receive any notice about the proposed new range.  She asks Col Gingras what the notice procedure was and if he would consider revising it in the future so as to give the Town better notice, and to perhaps advertise in the Mt. Gazette, a free local paper.
· Col Gingras responds that the notice procedure was that a legal ad was placed in the Burlington Free Press and ran for several days stating that a draft environmental report assessing environmental impacts of proposed improvements to the Range had been published, inviting public comment on the report.  Although the notice did not explicitly state it, one of the improvements was the new firing range.  Col. Gingras stated that if people and the Town wanted more direct notice in the future about Range improvements he would make sure that it was given.
· Herrero 74 Range Road: States that it sounds like firing is going on in the parking lot, not on the firing ranges.   Range personnel state that this would be contrary to range protocols.  It is further explained that blanks may be fired off the firing ranges, but that live ammunition is only fired on designated firing ranges. 
· Barbara Yerrick, 64 Krug Road:  Barbara states that 10:00 PM is too late for night firing, and that she has heard firing after 10:00 PM multiple times.  
· Col. Will Roy, Jericho, VT; Commander, 86th Mountain Brigade:  Col. Roy states that in 2006 the VT Brigade changed from a tank brigade to a mountain infantry brigade.  Because of this and the future deployment, the brigade has to fire M-16 rifles a lot to get the required training.  Night firing is done as part of the qualifying that each Guard member must complete.  He states that the Ethan Allen Firing Range was selected in 1999-2000 for construction of the new firing facility.  The notice required was the environmental report referenced earlier by Col Gingras.    

· Nancy Berry 168 Beartown Road: Nancy asks about the possibility of moving the firing range to a different location.  Range personnel respond that over three million dollars was spent constructing the new firing range and that it has specialized electronic equipment.
· Bob Sheridan 39 Range Road: Bob states that it seems that either the Town or the Range did not give residents enough notice about the proposed firing range.  Town Administrator states that the Town did not receive prior notice about the construction of the firing range.  He says the Range has been a good neighbor in the past, but he doesn't know what is going on up there now, and would like better notice about daily firings.  
· Peter Duval 25 Pine Ridge Road:  Peter asks where the legal depositories for documents relative to the new Range are.  Range personnel respond that documents are in Washington, DC and at an office in Fort Ethan Allen.

· Marie Alexander, 22 Krug Road:  Marie states that she is not bothered by the noise from the Range and that she supports the troops and wants them to be prepared.  She says supporting the troops means also supporting the training and that the people in the room are not speaking for her.  Pam reads a letter from Pam Shover, who lives at 375 Pleasant Valley Road.  This letter is attached to these Minutes.

· Chris Murphy, Town Administrator: Chris reads letters received from Maria Alexander, 22 Krug Road; and Don Porter, 54 Range Road.  These letters are attached to these Minutes.
· Greg Lassiter, 5 High Meadows: Greg moved here six years ago from Kentucky where he was a tank commander and states that you have to put up with the sound in order to have the training.

· Susan Lassiter, 5 High Meadows:  Susan lived at Fort Knox for 17 years and states that what is going on at the Range isn't noise compared to Fort Knox; they think it is pretty quiet in comparison.

· Dan Steinbauer, Selectboard, 52 Range Road:  Dan appreciates the comments that everyone is making and wants to know what steps are being taken to mitigate the noise.  Col Gingras states that they have done some sound level testing and that it averages 104 decibels, which is considered a low-level nuisance according to the Department of Defense.

· Rob Ashton, 22 Krug Road:  Supports the troops and thinks the range should operate 24/7 if needed.  Rob also sent an email that is attached to these Minutes.

· Betty Moore, 117 Stevensville Road:  Betty has lived in town for 41 years, and states that things are a lot noisier in the past year than they used to be.  Betty displays an orthographic map of the Range and states that the new firing range is located at the mouth of a funnel, and the general geography of the area amplifies the sound of firing throughout the side of town that the range is located on.  There follows a general discussion of locations of different facilities on the Range.  
· Steve Walkerman Selectboard Chair: At this point, Steve announces the end of this part of the Agenda as it is getting late and there was still more on the Selectboard's Agenda for that evening.

· Zoning Administrator Request:  The Board approves the ZA's requests to roll 3 days of vacation, which she will use the week of August 4-8, 2008.

· CSWD Composting Bins:  The Board reviews a proposal from CSWD wherein CSWD will purchase composting bins and sell them to the Town at cost, without sales tax.  The Town could then sell the bins, although we would have to charge buyers sales tax.  The cost of the bins would be roughly half of the retail cost.  The Board discusses logistics with Sherri Morin, Town Clerk, and Chris Murphy, including whether we wanted to add a few dollars to the purchase price as a fund raiser.  Peter Duval, a member of the Energy Committee, suggests this would be a good fund raiser for the new Energy Committee, a committee that does not have a budget.  Chris agrees, and states that the Committee has been discussing getting some kits to help residents winterize their homes, and that the Committee is also sponsoring and Energy Fair in September, and funds dedicated from the sale of the composting bins could be dedicated to the Committee to defray these costs.  The Board agrees that somewhere between $5.00-$10.00 will be added to the cost of the bins and dedicated to the Energy Committee.  Final cost of the bins to the Town is not available, so a number for the final sales price is not fixed.  On a motion, the Board approves the purchase of 3 pallets of composting bins from CSWD.

10:00 PM:
The Board enters executive session to discuss a pending real estate option agreement.
10:15 PM:
Executive Session ends

· Proposed Gravel Pit: The Board approves on a motion the expenditure of up to $13,127.50 to Trudell Consulting Engineering to develop a preliminary site plan for a proposed gravel pit at 109 Pleasant Valley Road.  This site plan will be used to explain to the voters the proposed project.  A vote on the project by Australian ballot will take place during the November election.
· Ethan Allen Firing Range: The Board briefly discusses what they want to say in their follow-up letter to Range personnel.  The Board wants to thank Range personnel for attending the meeting; will identify the issues: noise, notice, gun smoke, large explosions from detonation of unexploded ordinance, and cooking smells.  We will ask Range personnel to meet with again with community members at a Selectboard meeting in late August or early September to let residents know what mitigation strategies they have come up with.

10:30 PM:
The Board adjourns

Respectfully submitted,
Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date

