UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday, September 18, 2008

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Steve Owen, Selectboard; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Rod Fuller, Town Highway Foreman; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

Note: This Meeting was recorded by MMCTV

6:04 PM:
 Meeting Called to Order
· Increasing Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans: Lou Lertola, Guest:  Mr. Lertola meets with the Board to discuss increasing the local property tax exemption for disabled veterans.  In order to qualify for this program, a veteran must have received a determination from the veterans administration that he is at least 
50 % disabled.  Currently, the statute allows a $10,000.00 exemption; this exemption has been in place since 1977.  Since then, the law (32 VSA § 3802(11)) has changed a few times and the exemption is now up to $40,000.00, should the town vote at an annual or special meeting for the increase.  Lertola is going around to communities in Vermont to make then aware of the program and the current level of exemption that the law allows.  The Board agrees that this is worth looking into more.  Chris will take a look at the statute and get more information from the Board and also check with the Listers to see how many property owners in Underhill this may affect.
· Minutes from 9-4-08 Reviewed and Accepted
· Orders signed
· MD069 Auito Complaints: The Board reviews the report from town engineer Mike Weisel regarding his investigation into the complaints made by Francesco Auito regarding various drainage complaints on his property.  After an extensive site visit, Wiesel concludes that there are no town issues on the property:  the pond constructed above MD069 is not causing extra drainage onto his property, and no problems with the town drainage ditch.  As with other drainage ditches in this area, the ditch could use some mowing.  The Board directs Chris to send Weiesl’s report to Mr. Auito and a letter stating that the Board considered this matter closed.
· MU099 Cipri DRB Hearing Review:  Chris updates the Board on the Cipri hearing.  The DRB decided at the 9/15/08 hearing to uphold the ZA’s Notice of Violation and directed Mr. Cipri to remove the primitive camp until such time that he can secure access to the lot.

· Town Pond:  Chris reviews an email from Tom Lee, Recreation Committee Chair regarding the town pond fence.  Mark Hale is supposed to be installing the new fence; he has received half of the cost to pay for materials.  The Board directs Chris to write a strongly-worded letter to mark asking for a firm date for fence completion, and that if it is not completed by then we will require immediate refund of the advanced funds.

· Center PO Painting:  The Board hires Bill Stapleton to paint the Underhill Center Post Office for $2,750.00.
· Option Agreement: PV109: The Board signs the option agreement to buy land at PV109 for the development of a proposed gravel pit.

2:30 PM:
Proposed Gravel Pit PV109: Jeremy Matosky Trudell Consulting, Guest:  Jeremy meets with the Board and reviews the proposed gravel pit plans.  Jeremy also outlines how the noise modeling/assessment will go.  Jeremy states that the decibel levels that can not be exceeded are 50 decibels at someone’s house and 70 decibels at the property line.  Rod will work up numbers for screening.  The Board reviews proposed operating parameters with Rod and Jeremy.  The public hearings on the gravel pit are discussed.  It is agreed that the Board should have several hearings. Jeremy will attend as will the noise engineer to answer questions.  The hearing schedule will be: October 2, 2008 at 7:00 PM; October 16, 2008 at 7:00 PM; Noise Demonstration on October 18, 2008 at 11:00 AM; and October 30, 2008 at 7:00 PM.  A mailer will be sent out next week giving notice of the hearings.  We will have operating parameters and map/plans available for the hearings. Rod will address the need for the gravel pit to answer that anticipated question.  The Board will emphasize the positive impact on traffic on River Road and Pleasant Valley road if we do not have to truck in gravel and sand; the improved roads as a result of the extra material we will be able to use (twice the gravel we currently use); savings on wear and tear on equipment; and the budget savings that will be achieved.  Joel       Burlington Free Press asks some clarification questions about the plan.  
· Constable Letter:  The Board reviews and approves the letter that will be sent out regarding their position on the Constable letter.  Steve raises the question as whether it is legal to send out a position letter on a contested ballot item.  Chris replies that she sent the letter to VLCT and the town Attorney.  VLCT’s analysis of recent case law was that the mailing is fine as it is not “grossly prejudicial”.  Town Attorney thought it would be most ideal to have letter printed as a letter to the editor, but Chris checked with MT Gazette and it was too long to be printed without editing.  Sherri states that the Board has put out letters in the past about other Australian ballot questions.  The Board agrees to expend the funds to send out the mailer which will include a schedule for all the public hearings on Australian ballot questions.  The Board schedules hearings on the Constable question for October 23, 2008 at 7:00 PM and October 30, 2008 immediately following the hearing on the gravel pit.

· Montgomery Subdivision Performance Bond Waivers:   The Board approves the following waiver per the DRB recommendation:

“The performance bond required under Subdivision Regulations shall:

1. either be posted; or 

2. may be waived if prior to the issuance of a building permit to Lots 3-8, an engineer shall provide a letter to the Zoning Administrator certifying 

a. that the shared infrastructure has been installed to the lot per the phasing schedule in the approved plan;

b. that the approved curb cut has been installed per the plan; and 

c. that the driveway has been roughed in per the approved plan.

Driveway top treatment may be installed at the end of the construction period.  All erosion prevention, sediment control, and stormwater measures shall be installed per the phasing schedule in the approved plans.  Approved driveways shall be the only points of ingress and egress during the construction period so as to minimize the compaction of soils and the effect on the submitted stormwater plans.”   

· High Risk Rural Road Safety Audit and Grant:  The report on the intersection of Sand Hill Road and River Road has come in.  There is a $15,000 grant as part of being identified as a high-risk rural road.  The board suggests giving the report to Dan for his and the Traffic Committee’s review.
· Better Back Roads Grant:  Chris goes over the 2 Better Back Road grants the Town is applying for:  a better Back Road category “A” for having Regional Planning Commission staff help the town develop a road inventory and capital budget plan; and a category “B” grant to do a drainage project on Stevensville Road.  Chris, Rod, and Steve O are meeting with Linda Boudette of the Better Back Roads program to review the proposed project later today.

· Municipal Planning Grant:  Chris reviews the plan to apply for a municipal planning grant to hire a consultant to help finish the unified by-law writing and to facilitate meetings.

· RSG (Noise Engineers) Scope of Services and Costs:  The Board signs off on the scope of services for the noise engineer for the proposed gravel pit at PV109.

· Town Plan Survey:
· Underhill Flats Sidewalks:  Steve O asks about where we are at with the Underhill Flats sidewalk plan.  Chris responds that this would be something that we would put into the capital budgeting plan, and we would have to investigate funding through the CCMPO and VTRANS.  In general, enhancement grant funds have a 25% town match requirement.  There was also a concern at the time that the study was done that the plan calls for raised sidewalks rather than multi-use sidewalks.  The CCMPO was supposed to send a cover letter with that would attach to the study to state that the study could also be used for multi-use sidewalks.  Chris will contact Bryan Davis at the MPO to get a copy of that letter. 
4:10 PM:
The Board adjourns

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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