UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Monday, May 12, 2008

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Selectboard Chair; Dan Steinbauer, Selectboard; Steve Owen, Selectboard; Rod Fuller, Highway Foreman; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Chris Murphy Town Administrator.
6:07 PM:
Meeting is Called to Order

· Class IV Section of Stevensville Road:  Tom and Inga Blackmer, 219 Stevensville Rd.; Allegra and Will Towle 260 Stevensville Rd; Rob and Karen Williams 223 Stevensville Rd; Elaine Herman 217 Stevensville Rd; and Karen Davis, 204 Stevensville Rd; Gary Sawyer for the State of Vermont, Guests: The neighbors on the Class IV section of Stevensville Road come in to talk to the Board about winter plowing on the road.  As a class IV road the Town does not maintain it in the winter, the Town’s obligation is limited to maintaining bridges and culverts.  The neighbors state that because the state has started to plow the parking area at the top of Stevensville Road the State is responsible for over 50% of the traffic and parking problems on the road during the winter, yet they are only paying 1/6 of the cost of winter maintenance.  John French currently plows out the road and driveways for the Stevensville neighbors.  The neighbors state that the problem is that the road gets too narrow with the snow banks and the narrowness is exacerbated by skiers parking on the road after the lot fills up.  Rod does not want to put a town truck up there as the road is not wide enough as currently constructed for the wing to be of much use and it is impossible to keep the banks back with just the front plow.  When Larry took the wing truck up there this winter the truck was damaged.  The neighbors do not want the road widened.  Some of the neighbors cite the safety concern of emergency vehicles not being able to access their property.  In other areas of Town served by a Class IV road the Town has required the landowners to bring the road up to class III standards before issuing building permits.  The neighbors do not want to go to this expense.  It appears that the neighbors do not want the state to plow the parking lot.  Gary Sawyer suggests that in other towns, roads get closed to school buses and have a seasonal closure to non-residents.  Seasonal closing of the road is discussed, enforced by towing of non-residential vehicles.  The Town will gather some more information and get back to the residents as to what the Town will do, if anything, beyond their current obligations.     
· Mountain Road: Will and Roxy Wolcott 87 Mountain Rd.; Steve and Susie Abair 39 Mountain Rd., Guests.  Will Wolcott asks about the paved section of Mountain Road, Rod Fuller responds that the road will be reshaped and a topcoat of paving put on it this summer.  Will asks that the weeds on the other side of the guardrail get mowed; Rod states that he will get the attachment he needs to do this.  Will asks about removing a section of guardrail across the street from his drive so that he has somewhere to push the snow, Rod will look into it with the state.  Steve and Sue Abair ask to have the brush removed along Pleasant Valley Road by Casey’s Hill, and Rod says that he will do this.  Both the Wolcott’s and the Abair's ask about a gravel pit on the land owned by jointly by the Albertini’s and Gregson.  The Board states that they have not made the decision to proceed with that yet, they are still gathering information.  Should the Board decide to go forward, there will be a public meeting about the proposal.

· DRML Trustee Appointment:  Bernadette Howard, candidate and Mary Bassett, Chair, Guests: Mary introduces Bernadette to the Board and states that the DRML Board of Trustees are very pleased to have a candidate such as Bernadette to replace Gil Churchill who is moving out of state.  Gil’s term expires in March 2010, the Board appoints Bernadette to the DRML Board of Trustees.

· Town Pond:  Chris relays request from Mark Hale who is replacing the town pond fence with help from the highway department dredging out the town pond.  Rod says that Mark should get together with Randy Clark of the UJFD to ask if they will drain the pond and then Rod will dredge it out and put some sand down in the shallow end.
· Town Garage Update:  Chris reports that Henri DeMarne has agreed to act as the Town’s consultant on the roof of the town garage.  He will get in touch in late May-early June as soon as his schedule frees up.

· Independent Auditors/Truck Loan/Tax Sale: Joan Lehouiller, Town Treasurer, Guest:  Joan asks the Board if they want the independent auditors to come in and do an abbreviated year-end review.  The Board agrees that that would be helpful; $500.00 has been budgeted for this expense, although Joan notes that it will cost more.  Joan would like the Minutes to reflect that the Board authorized the purchase of the new Highway department pick-up in FY07-08, even though it was not budgeted until FY08-09.  Chris notes that this was reflected in Minutes from either February or March, she will get together with Joan to review those Minutes to see if they are sufficient. There are 2 properties in town that will be going on the block for a tax sale if back taxes are not retired by early June.
· Orders are approved.
· Fees:  Chris and Sherri present a fee revision document for town office, facility rental, and zoning and planning fees.  After discussion, the Board adopts the fee schedule.

· Dog Warrant:  Sherri brings the dog warrant to the Board for signing.  Compared to the number of dogs that were registered last year, 527 of those are re-registered, and 62 are unlicensed.

8:05 PM:
Liquor Control Board:  On a motion, the Board recesses as the Selectboard and reconvenes as the Liquor Control Board.  Sherri presents an application by the Spanked Puppy in Colchester VT to cater a wedding reception at the Underhill Town Hall on June 28, 2008.  The Board approves the application, conditioned upon Town receipt of liquor liability policy.
8:08 PM:
 Selectboard Re-Convenes: The Board adjourns as the Liquor Control Board ands re-convenes as the Selectboard.

· Planning Commission Appointment: The Board appoints Cynthia Seybolt to the vacancy created when David Edson left the Commission.  Cynthia will serve a 4-year term, set to expire in 3/2012.
· Minutes from 5/1/08 are read and accepted as amended.
· New Road Gravel Pit:  The board reviews a proposal for further fees for assessment of the viability of a gravel pit on land owned by Carolyn Gregson and the Albertini’s at 109 Pleasant Valley Road.  The Board requests clarification on two of the terms.  Chris will call Jeremy Matosky at Trudell Consulting Engineers for further clarification. 
· Stevensville Road:  The Board would like to talk to John French who currently plows the Class IV section of Stevensville Road to get more information from him regarding the current plowing status.  Chris will  ask John to come in and talk to the Board in the near future
.  
· Mailbag:  The following SB mail is reviewed:
· Letter from VLCT Health Trust re: Increase in Dental Rates:  Memo details 7% increase in insurance rates as outlined in memo to the Town dated 12/12/2007.  Plan option 6 is closing, and one new benefit plan and orthodontic plan are available for this coming year.  Chris will find out more information.

· Appointment Letter: Town Service Officer:  The Board signs letter appointing Sue Kusserow as Town Service Officer until 4/14/09. 

· VT Rural Fire Protection Task Force:  Chris reviews with the Board an invitation to a workshop regarding Insurance Servicing Organizations.  The purpose of the workshop is to inform town officials what they need in order to achieve a better public protection classification (PPC) rating for their town.   The PPC is the basis from which fire insurance rates in a community is derived.  The workshop is on Saturday, June 21 from 8:00-5:00 in Randolph.  After discussion, the Board decides to ask the UJFD to attend and to bring back to them information about what is needed to improve Underhill’s PPC.  

·  Letter to Fletcher’s, 60 McClelland Farm Road:  The Board reviews a letter to Robert and Sue Fletcher in response to their complaint that the Town has expanded the right-of-way at the end of the traveled portion of McClellan Farm Road.  After a site visit and a review of the available recorded maps, the Board concludes that the right –of-way has not expanded.

9:00 PM:
The Board Adjourns
Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date

