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Underhill Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes

Town of Underhill Town Hall

July 14, 2008

Present: Trevor Squirrell, Faith Ingulsrud, Gary Sawyer, Mary Pacifici, Betty Moore, Karen McKnight & Bernie Pientka

Absent: Tom Kichura
Call to order at 7:05 p.m. by Betty Moore, vice-chair in the absence of Tom Kichura
Item 1: Secretary’s Report

The minutes of the May June 9, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Faith Ingulsrud made the motion to approve the minutes as written; seconded by Trevor Squirrell.  The minutes were approved  (7-0).

Item 2: Forest Legacy Program.  Discussion of maps and accuracy of the map information in the context of determining which areas (wetlands or animal habitats, etc.). Gary has volunteered to present a Forest Legacy Program for the next meeting.  Review of the maps to follow.
Item 3:  Crane Brook.  CC committee members who participated in the Crane Brook walk with the Trails Committee and state wildlife experts briefed the group.   It was noted that a large portion of the area trails are located on private property.  Some of the trails can be relocated to accommodate the wetlands and flora and fauna habitant areas. The history of Crane Brook conservation area was discussed.  Building permissions were given to build within the conservation area.  Discussion of concern re the change to permit build of a structure within the CC area that had been initially closed to vehicles.
Item 4.  Next steps are to: 1. develop a work plan; 2. Select a project; 3. Work on town plan:
Community involvement /input;  Send out a survey regarding conservation issues; personally invite them to meetings; establish a working relationship with SB and PC/Design Review board through periodic meetings.
Agenda for next meeting:

1. Review the Resource maps/deficiencies/notes and then make recommendations  re: town plan

2. Forest legacy Program

3. Projects: develop a list and rank in order of importance

4. Follow-up with Chris Burnell for his opinion re: Crane Brook stream bed.

5. Begin discussions on a Crane Brook management plan proposal that will be presented to the select board at a later date.  (Sept 2008) It is hoped that the Crane Brook plan would be adopted by the select board and then be incorporated into the Town Plan. 
Adjourn at 8:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Karen McKnight, Secretary, Underhill Conservation Commission
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