Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
November 22, 2010, 6:30 P.M

Members present: Trevor Squirrell - chair, Barbara Green, Barbara Yerrick and Faith Ingulsrud.

1. New Road/Crane Brook – Trevor reported on his meeting with the Selectboard on October 28 to request that New Road be blocked to vehicular access in keeping with town policy. 
2. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor met with the project consultant, Jesse Mohr, and fellow town coordinators from Jericho and Richmond. They decided to hold a refresher course on December 9, at 6:30 p.m. in the Kiva room at Mount Mansfield High School. An announcement will be sent to all who participated last year. Members discussed ways to further reach out to people in the community who might want to participate.
3. Aquatic Organisms (Fish Passage) Project – Trevor reported that according to his contact at the Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District, work on four river projects (one in Westford and three in Underhill) have been put out to bid. After the consultant is select, the UCC may be asked to help with contacting landowners if needed.  The Westford project will be constructed first and efforts will be made to time the Underhill projects for fall 2011 when students will be able to participate. The Underhill road crew will also be involved.
4. Data Collection and Mapping – Trevor discussed the idea of engaging some local volunteers with GIS skills work on mapping conservation information, especially where new data is collected by the UCC and mapped natural resources cross town boundaries. Faith agreed to contact a potential advisor about attending the UCC meeting in January.
5. Invasive Species Workshop – Trevor reported on his conversation with the people who were interested in doing a workshop on the emerald ash borer and the Asian long horned beetle. Members discussed their preference for doing an event that would include UCC partners and offer a more robust program. All agreed that doing a program next spring would make sense. Trevor will discuss this concept the organizers.and with partners. 
6. Town Plan Natural Resource Section – Trevor handed out a list of the natural resources goals and strategies from the town plan.  All agreed to review them and to devote the December 13th meeting to discussing how to incorporate the recommendations into the UCC work plan.   
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m.  Next meeting: Monday, December 13, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 
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