TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, December 9, 2010
Present: Steve Walkerman – Chair, Dan Steinbauer – Vice Chair, Steve Owen – Selectboard, Faith Brown – Interim Administrator

5:46 PM
Barbara and Dick Albertini - Gravel Pit:  Barbara and Dick talk about their wish to move forward with the town in again considering the possibility of a town gravel pit on their property on Pleasant Valley Road.  Since the last time this was considered, the Albertini’s have purchased Carolyn Gregson’s portion of the land.  The Albertini’s agree to reduce the purchase price to $900,000 in order to help facilitate forward movement.  Dan Steinbauer states that the Selectboard wants to move forward slowly with the consideration of the gravel pit. The Selectboard is considering taking up the question at town meeting as a discussion, not as a vote, in order to reach as many people as possible. The Selectboard agrees to be back in touch with the Albertini’s as plans develop.
6:07
Mary Bassett – Deborah Rawson Memorial Library: Mary Basset, Chair of the Board, and Holly Hall, Library Director, join the meeting.  They present a budget that requests a 2.9% increase in contributions from Jericho and Underhill.  A general discussion ensues about the library’s activities and plans.

6:18
Church Hindes – Visiting Nurse Association of Chittenden and Grand Isle Counties (VNA):  Church Hindes, Executive Director of the VNA, joins the meeting.  Church talks about the services the VNA provides and the 40 year history of support between the town and the VNA.  Any Underhill resident can receive care, regardless of their ability to pay.  In the last fiscal year, Underhill residents received $20,316 of uncompensated care.  The Selectboard asks questions then agrees to consider the VNA’s request of a $6,715 donation, a 3% over Underhill’s donation in FY 10/11.
6:35
Joan Lehouiller – Medi-Gap Insurance:  Joan joins the meeting and the Selectboard agrees to go into Executive Session.
7:00
The board moves out of Executive Session.

· The Selectboard agrees to purchase medi-gap insurance - United Health Plan F and BC/BS RX Preferred - for Joan and Marcel Lehouiller as outlined in her retirement agreement with the town.  Joan was required to change plans due to the discontinuation of her current plan by VLCT/Cigna.  The new plans save the town $45.18 per month per person.
7:00
Livy Strong – Jericho Underhill Park District:  Livy Strong and Fred Lawrence join the meeting to talk about the park district’s FY 11/12 budget request from Underhill.  Due to successful fundraising and numerous event fees, the board of the park district is asking the town to level fund the park at $9067.  The Selectboard talks with Livy and Fred about the park and its operations. 
7:11
Phillip Kolvoord, esquire – Estate of Genevieve Morgan:  Phil was Genevieve Morgan’s attorney and is now the executor of her estate.  Genevieve died without clear estate plans and there has been much controversy over her intentions. Randy Clark, senior, joins the meeting and Phil recounts the excellent work Randy did on behalf of Genevieve and the town of Underhill.  Randy knew Genevieve and knew of her love and support of the Underhill Historical Society.  Because of Randy’s work, the historical society was given over $20,000 in Genevieve’s name to support their work.  Phil comes to the meeting tonight to deliver a check of $5000 to the Town of Underhill from the proceeds of Genevieve’s gift to him.  Phil was not comfortable accepting her gift and felt the town deserved her support.  The Selectboard thanks both men for their generous contributions to the town and talks about possible uses of the donation.

7:28
Suzanne Kusserow – Beartown Road:  Suzanne asks to be updated on the progress of the town with Robbie Blais’s property on Beartown Road.  The board shares that a notice of permit violation has been sent to Mr. Blais for construction on his land without a permit.  The town will follow up with Mr. Blais if there is no response.  The town’s lawyer, Vince Paradis, is consulting with the town on the follow-up.  Faith will be calling the sheriff’s office tomorrow to make them aware of the town’s concerns.  Suzanne shares her frustration at what appears to her, and other Beartown residents, to be the slow pace of action on the part of the town.  Suzanne agrees to come back to the Selectboard in a month to get an update.
7:40
RaMona Sheppard, Finance Officer:  RaMona Sheppard and Sherri Morin, Town Clerk and Treasurer join the meeting.  
· Delinquent Tax Collections: RaMona asks the Selectboard to approve turning over the delinquent taxes as of November 2, 2010 to Lori Ruple from Peterson and Ruple for tax sale proceedings.  Steve Walkerman makes the motion, Steve Owen seconds and the motion is unanimously passed.  
· Personnel Policies – Overtime Pay: Mona asks the Selectboard to sign an amendment to the personnel policies on how overtime pay is calculated that was agreed to at their November 22, 2010 meeting.  The Selectboard signs the amendment.
· Affidavit of Domestic Partnership:  Mona shares a copy of the affidavit she will be using with the Board.  The board approves of the language used in the affidavit.
· Budget FY 11/12:  Mona hands out budget packets and notes a few items of interest in the draft budget.  The Board agrees to review the materials carefully and come prepared to discuss the FY 11/12 draft budget at their December 16, 2010 meeting at 9:00 AM.
· New Business – Choice Care Card: The town’s new high deductible health plan requires an administrator for the employees’ health reimbursement accounts.  VLCT recommends Choice Care Card and Mona reviews answers to questions asked in signing up the town.
8:10

Meeting Continues:

· Permit Fee:  Faith shares with the board a copy of Kari’s memo about WC017, the Trull Property.  The Board agrees with Kari’s assessment and to waive the after the fact penalty for building without a permit.
· Letter from Thomas Morse:  Faith shares the letter from Thomas Morse to the Selectboard about the Geiss subdivision.

· Duffy Hill Road Tower:  Faith shares with the Selectboard a copy of the Act 250 Application for a Wireless Communication Tower on Duffy Hill in Westford.
· Poker Hill Road – Parking Ban Variance:  Faith shares with the Board Beth London’s request for a parking ban variance on December 16 and 20 from 3:00 to 5:30 at Poker Hill School on Poker Hill.  Faith explains that Rod Fuller, Road Foreman, expressed a concern about safety and snow plowing if it is snowing either of those two days.  The Board discusses options and agrees to grant the request with the caveat that if it is snowing cars must not be parked on the road or they will be towed.  Dan Steinbauer agrees to contact Beth. 
· Letter to the State – Stevensville Road Plowing: Dan suggests that Faith follow up with Karen Williams about the status of the disagreement and whether or not a letter is still necessary.
· CSWD Community Waste Reduction Grant:  Underhill Central School is asking the town to act as the fiscal sponsor for a small grant from Chittenden Solid Waste District.  The Board agrees and signs the paperwork.
· Minutes from 11-22-10: Minutes are reviewed, approved and signed.

· Warrants and Orders:  Warrants and orders are reviewed, approved and signed.
· New Business: Faith reports that the town has received a small Better Backroads Grant for work on Stevensville road next summer.  Faith also shares a memo from Pam Shover, Chief Lister about changes to the grand list.  The board reviews the changes and signs off on the changes.
8:33

The board unanimously agrees to Adjourn.

Adjourn 
Respectfully submitted,

Faith I. Brown, Interim Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

______________________________________

Steve Walkerman                                   Date
