Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
December 9, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present:  Abby Willard, Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District
1. Minutes of November 9, 2009.  Karen made a motion to accept the minutes, Mary seconded, and the Commission approved unanimously.
2. Browns River Watershed Fish Passage Project – Trevor introduced Abby Willard, District Manager of the Natural Resources Conservation District, reminding members of previous discussions about this project and the recent tour of the new Bridge on Stevensville Road that has improved fish passage.
Abby handed out project proposal summaries for replacing culverts along the Browns River in three Underhill locations. These were identified as a part of the Browns River Watershed Plan, which she noted was the best river corridor plan in Vermont. The fish passage project involves correcting drops that have been created on the downstream end of culverts that prevent fish from moving upstream. 

Methods to improve fish passage in these locations include raising the level of water below the culverts by constructing tail water weirs and placing fish baffles below the outfall to give fish places to rest. Funding from the US Fish and Wildlife Department and landowner willingness will make this project possible. All three of the culverts are properly sized so will not require replacement.

Abby asked for help in obtaining town consent and approval for this work. She said no town financial commitment is needed but seeks town partnership in helping to publicize the work in Underhill. Some possible ways to educate citizens would be to create a demonstration site from one of these projects and to involve the Underhill Center School in the Irish Settlement project. Trevor agreed to meet with the Selectboard to obtain their support.  Abby said that once consent is obtained, the US Fish and Wildlife will model the project to make sure the proposed improvements don’t create any flood problems down-river.
Faith said she hoped UCC could help with any efforts to improve and restore the high quality trout habitat that once existed in the Browns River. She then made the motion to support the Browns River Watershed Fish Passage Project and requests that the Chair meet with the Selectboard to discuss and obtain town consent for the project.  Barbara Y. seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
3. Trees for Streams – Abby described the Trees for Streams (TFS) program that uses volunteer assistance to plant trees in riparian settings where the vegetation can benefit wildlife habitat and improve slope stabilization and water quality. The fluvial geomorphic assessments that were done on the Browns River in the past several years provide base data for indicating locations most suitable for planting. She provided a map showing a 175 linear foot section along the river at Moore Park where additional riparian vegetation is needed.  She estimates 36 trees and an equal number of shrubs would be needed and is open to suggestion about any species native to Vermont. The total cost would be about $500 and of that $100 would need to come from the town. A planting plan needs to be completed in January, with any input from the town, and either the town or the district can organize student volunteers to do the planting in May.

Barbara Y. made a motion to have the Chair present the TFS project to the Selectboard and to seek their support. The Underhill Conservation Commission will pay for the $100 contribution. Mary seconded and motion passed unanimously.
Members thanked Abby for coming to the meeting and she offered to return at another time for an in-depth discussion of the Browns River Management Plan.
4. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor provided a handout of the training for wildlife tracking monitors that will take place on Jan. 9, 2010 at the Camels Hump Middle School. A full day of outdoor training will take place on Jan. 23rd.
5. Crane Brook.  Karen and Trevor summarized the research they did since the last discussion about the status of the New Road at the Crane Brook Conservation Area. The selectboard is working with the town clerk to determine the proper way to proceed with clarifying the status of the road.  
Karen gave a chronology of events leading up to the townwide vote on the road and reported that she did find a record of the vote in 2002. However all steps in the process and all documentation, including the official town road map have confusing and conflicting information.  
6. Trevor noted that Mary Pacifici announced she will resign from the UCC. He and all members thanked her for her significant contributions and service to the Commission and the town.

All agreed to come up with a list of people to recruit to discuss at the next meeting since there will be four vacancies when Mary leaves. It was agreed that the vacancies should be announced on the town website. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission
Adjournment: 8:15 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, January 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
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