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Underhill Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes

Town of Underhill Town Hall

November 10, 2008

Present: Trevor Squirrell, Tom Kichura, Barbara Greene, Faith Ingulsrud, Karen McKnight.
Absent: Bernie Pientka, Mary Pacifici.
Call to order at 7:05 p.m. by Tom Kichura
Item 1: Secretary’s Report

The minutes of the October 13, 2008 meeting were read by Tom Kichura.  Karen & Tom will have access to post material on the Underhill website.  Betty Moore has resigned. Tom made the motion to approve the minutes as amended; seconded by Barbara Green.  The minutes were approved (5-0).

Item 2: Town Plan 
Various aspects of the plan were discussed including wetlands considerations and whether (the need) for town resources would be incorporated into the plan.  Trevor indicated the Town Plan would be presented in draft form to the Planning Commission within a few weeks.  The Center for Rural Studies is conducting a random survey in behalf of the PC. Results from the survey will likely drive components of the plan.  Questions to consider include the importance of protecting open space and preference for how to do so.  
Discussion of the gravel pit.  Conclusion is that more information as to the benefits would have been helpful prior to the vote.  Education sessions and hearings usually do not seem to be effective modes for communicating.  The larger issue of how to communicate and foster town involvement / investment in conservation work, planning and other town activities was a segway  into the CC’s Outreach efforts.
Item 3: Outreach
Plans for a public education forum as a way to garner town involvement & support were discussed.  At this point the plan is for February 9th, a Friday evening event to include a guest speaker…  Sue Morse was mentioned as a key note speaker to attract the public, town stakeholders, families and interested towns people.  The stakeholders …for example the Trails Committee and the Planning Commission, would be invited to come to bring displays & to talk about current projects or issues.  The evening would provide the opportunity for public education and dialogue about new the town plan, the plans for a trail in Crane Brook, and other projects.  This would either be a pot luck or dessert event.  Faith and Barbara will contact Sue Morse as to her availability.
Item 3:  Conservation Commission Recommendation for Crane Brook
Tom Kichura will attend the Trails Committee meeting.  He will clarify the CC’s recommendations for usage of the road: Acknowledge the access issue, recommend closing the road, and use of rocks rather than wooden structures to ford the stream currently crossing the road bed.

Item 6:  Next meeting is January 2009 : 
Adjourned at 8:35 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Karen McKnight, Secretary, Underhill Conservation Commission
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