Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
March 8, 2010, 7:00 P.M

Members present: Trevor Squirrell, Barbara Green, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

1. Minutes of December 9.  Karen made a motion to accept the minutes of December 9, 2009. Barbara Y. seconded and all voted in favor. Because a quorum was not present at the January 11 and February 15, 2010 meetings, the minutes will remain in draft form and serve only as an informal record.
2. Updates on Fish Passage and Trees for Streams – Trevor met with the Selectboard and they gave their support for the Fish Passage Projects. No financial support will be necessary but town trucks may be called upon to help with the work. The Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District (WNRCD) is applying for a grant to help fund the project so Trevor sent a letter of support on behalf of the town.
3. Trees for Streams – Trevor said no further arrangements will be made until he has a chance to discuss the tree planting project in Moore Park with the Moores. 
4. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor noted that tracking activity has been severely hampered by lack of snow but teams will go out at least once more if there is snow. 
5. Browns River Middle School Collaboration – Barbara G. reported that Jens Hilke will be meeting with the students on the upcoming Wednesday to talk about wildlife.  Ryan from the US Fish and Wildlife Department will present the following week on wetlands. She discussed some issues related to field trips planned to Crane Brook this spring.  
6. Crane Brook – Trevor provided an update on the status of the New Road. He said the Selectboard will be dealing with resolving the road classification issue. Until then, the Conservation Commission role will be limited.
7. Plant Sale – Faith and Barbara G. agreed to take the lead with organizing the sale. Barbara G. offered to look into ordering blueberry plants as an additional sale item. Information will made available to raise awareness about invasive plants – choosing three that are common in this area. An increase in prices for the plants will be considered, possibly $1 more.   
8. Green Up Day – Barbara Y. agreed to take the lead and Faith will send her all contact information from last year.  
9. Vernal Pool Mapping – Trevor reported on a project to map vernal pools in this area.  A training for the vernal pool mapping will take place on April 20 from 5-8 p.m. at the Audubon Center in Huntington
10. UCC Members – Trevor discussed issues related to the organizational structure of the Conservation Commission. He suggested that UCC membership be reduced from 9 to 7 members. Technical Advisors would be sought to get involved in specific projects. After discussion, Faith made a motion to reduce the commission membership to 7 members.  Barbara Y seconded. Barbara G. suggested that a resolution be written and that it be worded in the positive rather than negative. Trevor agreed to draft the resolution. The motion passed unanimously.

Recruiting for technical advisers was discussed and efforts will be made to recruit local people from the following fields: GIS mapping, Fisheries, Forestry, Wetlands, Ecology, Land Conservation, and Ornithology.
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:10 p.m.  Next meeting: Monday, April 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
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