Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
January 11, 2010, 7:00 P.M

Members present: Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Green, Faith Ingulsrud.

1. Minutes of December 9, 2009.  Because a majority of members was not present no action was taken.
2. Browns River Watershed Fish Passage Project and Trees for Streams – Trevor reported that he would be meeting with the Selectboard in early February to discuss town support for both the Trees for Streams and Fish Passage Project that were discussed at the December UCC meeting.
3. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor reported that he attended the training for wildlife tracking monitors that took place on Jan. 9, 2010 at the Camels Hump Middle School along with Karen, Faith and John Schroeder, a Jericho/Underhill Land Trust board member from Underhill. An evening workshop on January 20 and a full day of outdoor training on Jan. 23rd are also available for volunteers participating in the project.
4. Browns River Middle School Collaboration – Barbara G. reported on her conversations with 7th Grade teacher, Maria Germano about their collaboration with the UCC and use of Crane Brook for an interdisciplinary unit on how individuals can make an impact on the environment. Site visits by students will take place in the spring but they welcome input from the UCC and access to any applicable maps before then.  Barbara asked members to help suggest speakers who can meet with the students. 
5. Crane Brook.  Members discussed the information presented at previous meetings. Since there was no quorum, no further action was taken. Faith agreed to look into obtaining help from the VT Youth Conservation Corps for any needed improvements.
6. UCC Plan for 2010 – Had a general discussion about UCC priorities for 2010 including the following:
· Recruit new members;
· Resolve any outstanding issues on Crane Brook and update management plan (get copies from other towns that have developed plans);
· Consider making the Conservation Fair a biennual event (Trevor will check in with JULT and Jericho CC to make sure partners are OK with that);
· Run the annual plant sale on June 5 possibly with new features like selling blueberries (Barbara G. will check with Jericho to make sure no conflicts);
· Do a booth at Harvest Market and expand the plant sale options and publicity.
· Continue projects discussed above where UCC has opportunity to support and leverage conservation assistance for the town.
7. Next Meeting – Faith noted that a public forum on the future of Underhill Flats is taking place on Monday Feb. 8 at the Browns River Middle School, at the same time as the regularly scheduled UCC meeting. All agreed that the UCC should meet instead on Feb. 15, 2010.
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:15 p.m.  Next meeting: Monday, February 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
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