Public Hearing:  Planning Commission Draft of Underhill Town Plan.

The second public hearing on the Planning Commission’s draft of the new Underhill Town Plan was held on Wednesday, October 21st, 2009.  It was opened at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall.  Three members from the public attended.  Full list of attendees including Planning Commission members is attached.  
The hearing began with a short presentation that outlined the Plan and gave reasons why a Town Plan is necessary.  After this, the meeting was opened for questions, of which the public attendees had three.  The first had to do with the origin of the changes included in the planning document.  It was explained that most of these came from the planning commissioners after study of the survey taken by the Town in 2008.  (A copy of the survey was attached to the draft Town Plan).  Other changes in the Town Plan are being proposed because of inconsistencies between our current Town Regulations and what has occurred in the Town over time.  The second line of questioning had to do with timing, i.e. “when were the proposed changes to take place?”.  It was explained that there is no force of law in the plan as presented;  it is simply a plan.  The purpose is to lay out a plan for actions and changes to considered by the Planning Commission, the Select Board and the public in general over the next five years.  No actions that have the force of law such as new regulations, new zoning, etc. that are based on this Plan can occur without extensive public input, public hearings and general acceptance by the Town.  The third question had to do with the extensive use of “shall” in the planning document.  The questioner stated, correctly, that “shall” refers to something that must be done.  It was explained that when this term is used in the Town Plan it is in reference to an action that the Planning Commission is committed to carry out.
No specific changes to the draft Town Plan were suggested by members of the public.

The public hearing adjourned at approximately 8:00 pm.


Richard J. Albertini.  Chair, Underhill Planning Commission.
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