UNDERHILL PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes

January 20, 2010

Present: Dick Albertini, Chair, Trevlor Squirrell, Co-chair, Gerry Adams, Carolyn Gregson, Julie Kelliher, Pat Lamphere, Irene Linde, Cynthia Seybolt

The agenda for this meeting was to evaluate the status of our work, and discuss circumstances and procedures that will help the Commission function efficiently and serve the Town effectively.

I.  Discussion of Commission membership


Carolyn and Julie’s terms end in March 2010.  Julie has agreed to continue to serve, at least until the new Unified By-Law is completed, and the Commission hopes Carolyn will agree to do the same.  This will depend to some extent on establishing meetings dates that are compatible with her schedule.  

February meetings will take place on the 3rd and 17th.


It was agreed that it is a priority to fill the position vacated almost a year ago when Betty Moore resigned.  Dick will ask that the Select Board advertise the opening, and Commission members will  approach desirable potential candidates to ask them to apply.

II.  Town Plan


The approved Town Plan was submitted to the CCRPC, which returned it for the addition of sections on Education and Child Care.  There may also be a need to include maps.  Dick will ask Faith about both issues.  Once necessary action has been taken, the Plan will be resubmitted to the CCRPC.

III.  Town Administrator/Planner


Commission members are in agreement that our work cannot proceed effectively without a strong liaison to the Town administration.  Dick will inquire about the status of the search for a new Administrator/Planner, and will request a meeting for the full Commission with the full Select Board, with at least 30 minutes available.  At a prior Commission meeting, we will prepare an agenda of our concerns and requests.

IV.  Take Charge/Recharge


Julie reported that there will be a public meeting on Monday, February 8 from 6 to 9:30 at Browns River Middle School to discuss possible plans for the Flats area and a process for moving forward.  Seth Jensen, Jericho Town Planner, is spearheading this.

V.  Approval of Unified By-Law


Julie has done further research on whether Select Board approval is adequate, or whether there must be voter approval.  Since the issue remains unclear, it was agreed that it is best to take the conservative path and have a vote by Australian ballot sometime after the By-Law is completed, probably in May.  


After some discussion, it was agreed that the Commission should regard the current work on the By-Law as a “compliance” phase, to complete the work that should have been done by 2005.  It will be followed by a “change” phase, as we implement the new Town Plan and ask for voter approval on specific  changes in the By-Law to comply with the Plan.

VI.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05.

Cynthia Seybolt 

