TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING

Thursday, June 24, 2010
Present:  Steve Walkerman – Chair, Dan Steinbauer – Vice Chair, Steve Owen – Selectboard, Kari Papelbon – Zoning and Planning Administrator, Faith I. Brown – Interim Administrator

6:00 PM
Kari Papelbon – Zoning and Planning Administrator
· Junk Vehicles – Poker Hill Road – Kari reports that Steve Kendall contacted her to ask for an extension of the deadline to remove the junk cars.  After consultation from the Selectboard, Kari extended the deadline to July 2.  Her site visit today did not indicate that any of the vehicles had been removed but it was difficult to determine.  She will do another site visit before July 2, 2010.

· Village Center Planning with Jericho – The planning group is preparing an application for a Village Center Designation for the Riverside/Flats areas of Underhill and Jericho.  The application requires that the towns recommend a boundary for the village center.  Kari discusses the pros and con's of the two versions they are considering and asks the Selectboard to weigh in. Selectboard members agree that they would support the more inclusive version of the boundary with the understanding that the state will ultimately decide on the boundaries. 
· Anthony Cipri – DRB Hearing Fees – All efforts to collect the DRB hearing fees of $280 from Anthony Cipri have been unsuccessful says Kari.  To date, the town has spent $83 on collection attempts.  The town's lawyers want to know if they should continue to pursue this case.  The Selectboard suggests that Kari confer with Sherri Morin, Town Clerk about the possibility of putting a lien on the property.  Kari will report back to the Selectboard.
· Browns River Corridor – The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission, ANR, Arrowwood Environmental, and Fitzgerald Environmental Associates, Inc. have been looking at the Browns River Corridor in Chittenden and Franklin Counties to identify where development has caused or has the potential to cause erosion and inhibit aquatic organism passage. A report dated June 8, 2010 was produced and shows areas in Westford, Essex, Jericho, and Underhill for potential projects.  Rod Fuller, Road Foreman reviewed the projects with Kari and identified the culvert on Mountain Road and a culvert on Beartown Road as high priorities for attention.  Kari has reported this to the CCRPC.
· New Floodplain Regulations – Certificates of Occupancy – Part of the requirements in the newly-adopted floodplain regulations is to issue a Certificate of Occupancy for all new development in a Special Flood Hazard Area.  Since the Town does not generally issue COs, Kari asks the Selectboard to review the fee structure for other Towns that do.  The Selectboard agrees not to charge a fee for the CO other than for recording until the new zoning regulations are in effect.
· Town Plan – CCRPC Approval – Wednesday, June 23 the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission held a hearing on Underhill's new town plan.  Based on their review of the plan and the hearing, the CCRPC is recommending that their board approve the plan.  The CCRPC board will meet Monday night and vote on the plan.  Approval of CCRPC makes the Town eligible for Municipal Planning Grants and Village Center Designation applications, allows a municipality to charge impact fees, etc. 
RaMona Sheppard, Finance Officer joins the meeting
6:30
Request from Energy Committee – PACE – Robert Murphy – 
Bob joined the meeting and shares with the board a PowerPoint presentation on the Property Assessed Clean Energy Program legislation that passed this year in Vermont.  The legislation allows towns to take out bonds to lend to residents for energy efficiency or renewable energy projects in their homes with a pay back of 20 years.  The loan stays with the property if it is sold.  Vermont Energy Investment Corporation is helping towns set up these programs.  Peter Adamcyzk of VEIC is willing to talk further about the program.  Bob will let Peter know of the Underhill Selectboard's interest and will try to set a joint meeting with the Jericho Selectboard. 

6:30
Year End 09/10 – Joan Lehouiller- Assistant Treasurer, RaMona Sheppard – Finance Officer – Joan Lehouiller, retiring town treasurer, joins the meeting to discuss year end and her pending departure.  In addition to the full audit, Joan asks the Selectboard if they want the auditors to prepare a preliminary year end statement.  The Selectboard requests that Joan contact the auditors to prepare a preliminary statement.  They also request that Joan ask them for a bid and time frame for a full audit.  In discussing the YTD financial statements with Joan, the board agrees to meet Thursday, July 1 at 6:00 to set the tax rate for 2010/2011. The town has purchased a new truck for the town highway crew. The truck cost $170,000 not the $190,000 budgeted.  However, a principal payment plus interest is due in May 2011 which was not budgeted.  Joan suggests that the board pay interest in May/June 2011 and hold off on paying any principal until FY 2011/2012 when it can be budgeted for appropriately.  The board agrees.  Joan shares details on RaMona's training and that she is confident in RaMona's ability to meet the requirements of the new Finance Officer job.    
6:45
Meeting continues:

· Approve and Sign Minutes – June 10, 2010 – The minutes are read, approved and signed.
· Sign Warrants and Orders – The warrants and orders are reviewed and signed.
· Sign Rolling Reappraisal Contract with Kermit Blaisell 2010-2014 – The contract is read, approved and signed.
· Estate of Genevieve Morgan – Duncan McNeill, Esquire, the attorney we hired to investigate Genevieve Morgan's estate based on work done by Randy Clark, asked the Selectboard to approve a letter that will be signed by the four heirs of her estate.  The letter states that they will each donate $6500 to the Underhill Historical Society (UHS) for historic preservation activities.  The board reads and approves the letter.  Faith will now contact Scott Sommers to make him aware of the agreement and to confirm UHS's comfort with the restriction on the funds.
· Fairpoint Utility Work on Pleasant Valley Road – Faith asks the board to sign a Petition and Order for Pole and Wire Locations from Fairpoint for the reconstructed section of Pleasant Valley Road.  The Selectboard reads and signs the petition.
· Approval of Trails Committee Letter - Faith hands out a letter from the Trails Committee.  Upon approval from the board, the letter will be sent to landowners along the unofficial trail from the town garage on New Road to Irish Settlement Road.  The board reads and approves the letter.
· Construction Traffic on Range Road – Dan Steinbauer reports of complaints about loud, fast-moving construction vehicles on Range Road.  Ethan Allen Firing Range is doing construction on Castle Trail near Range Road.  When the Vermont National Guard was approached about the concern, they were very sympathetic and talked with the contractor doing the work.  However the speed and noise of trucks continues.  The Selectboard asks Faith to contact the Range to discuss the issue and see if there is anything the town can do to assist the guard in resolving the issue.
· Complaint about traffic sign in Underhill Center – Faith reports that Chris Hallowell emailed the town to let us know about traffic sign near Underhill Center that has limited visibility.  Faith has shared the concern with the Road Foreman who will re-adjust the sign.  Dan Steinbauer also suggested that Rod consider a new post with reflective tape on it.

7:38
The Selectboard unanimously agrees to Adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,
Faith I. Brown, Interim Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date
