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Minutes

Present: Jerry Adams, Sandy Gilllim, Irene Linde, Cynthia Seybolt,; Planning & Zoning Administrator Kari Papelbon, guest Faith Inglesrud

This was an informational meeting only, with no business transacted.

Kari presented two detailed maps she has created showing land parcels in the Underhill Center area, which will be an excellent tool as we discuss village center zoning.

Kari introduced Faith Inglesrud, an Underhill resident who is Planning Coordinator for the Community Planning and Revitalization Division of the State Agency of Commerce and Community Development.  She generously volunteered to talk with us about village centers and village center designation.  Some of her key points:

Village Center designation has no intrinsic value.  It is “really just a tool” to help owners of commercial properties get tax breaks and towns get municipal planning grants, and would be worthwhile only if local store owners want it.

Faith recommends we change village zoning for the center right away to ease non-conformance problem, and continue to revise as needed and as we develop a master plan

Recommended process for existing situation:  

Look at what we have

Identify and measure historically non-conforming lots and structures

Develop a base map

Never create zones and regulations abstractly; question every number

For future development:

Create a master plan to serve as a framework

Should have professional as well as community input

Need to consider connectivity and transportation patterns (roads, walkways, trails, etc.), where developable land is, disposal areas, water sources, waste water treatment, protection of natural resources

To avoid confusion, she recommends calling the new zone a “village district” rather than “village center district,” as the latter has a specific connotation for the state

Faith also recommends we consider revising the Flats district boundaries, and that we develop a master plan for that district before the Center. 

See also Kari’s notes, added below:

Village Center Designation by the State does not have to be tied to zoning regulations or districts.  They should be considered separate.

Village planning for the center area should incorporate studies on transportation, connectivity, existing and historic settlement patterns, water availability, wastewater, setbacks, etc.  Some of these are more master/future planning-oriented, which can be done after redistricting.

Considering the development patterns (which include setbacks and lot sizes) in the Flats, we might want to redistrict the Village boundaries as well.  I’ll get more information akin to that requested for the Center area for our next meeting.  We could do redistricting for both areas concurrently.

Redistricting should not be a huge deal.  Faith offered that zoning should be constantly evolving rather than a static requirement.  Public input during any planning or redistricting process is essential, however.



Cynthia Seybolt

