Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)

Underhill Town Hall

June 8, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present: Pat and Mike Weisel

1.     Public Comment.  Pat and Mike Weisel presented their concerns about the trail on New Road in the Crane Brook Conservation District.  They brought photos showing trash, vehicle ruts in and on the side of the trail, and other degradation of what they remember to be a pristine trail a few years ago. Trevor thanked them for taking the time to attend the meeting and explained some of the Commission’s recent efforts to address their concerns. The Weisels provided their email address so the UCC could keep them informed of any progress in addressing the issues.   

2.     Minutes of May 11, 2009. Karen made a motion to approve, seconded by Barbara Y., and Commission approved unanimously.

3.     Annual Plant Sale.  Mary reported that the June 6 plant sale raised $406.50 – more than in any previous years. It was noted that there was a higher proportion of people to plants this year. The following suggestions were made for possible improvements next year:

·        Take photos at the plant sale.

·        Do more publicity – especially getting posters up in the post office and other public places.

·        Repaint the signs and build a 3rd sandwich board to place in Memorial Park.

·        Revisit question of whether to raise prices in some way.

·        Consider recruiting gardeners with established perennials to offer “garden-wide” digging rights and charge $20 or more.

Anticipating the on-going need to raise funds for inventories and other UCC projects fundraising ideas were discussed including:

·        A fall plant sale (Barabara Y. noted this was done in the past).

·        Bake sale at the artisan fair in November, and possibly at other events.

·        A community cookbook for Christmas.

All agreed that there was value in combining fundraising with conservation education and that UCC should offer to collaborate with the Jericho CC and the Jericho Underhill Land Trust on a booth at the Harvest Market. Barbara G. offered to make the necessary contacts.

4.     Crane Brook.  Trevor explained the research he had done, reviewing town records to better understand the history of the Crane Brook Conservation District and the decisions made on the use of the road. He handed out what he had compiled: A chronology of actions taken on the Conservation District from 1994-2002; a proposal and plan for the District; excerpts from town reports in 1995, ’96 and ’98; maps of the District (1996); Underhill Trail Ordinance (2002); and minutes and correspondence dealing with the road from 2004-5. Barbara Y. provided further background and suggested others who might be able to fill-in the gaps about what town decisions were made and when. 

Next steps were discussed:

·        Form a Crane Brook subcommittee involving others with the interest and knowledge to resolve the issues. Trevor asked members who were interested in participating to volunteer by letting him know.

·        Karen offered to forward the UCC copies of the Trail Handbook draft that the Trails Committee is working on.  Because much of it is designed to address trails issues at the Crane Brook Conservation District, it was determined that UCC should give their input on it.

·        Trevor will seek a legal opinion on the status of the New Road.

·        Faith will research the statutory definition of “trail” and report back.

·        Trevor will further research the archives to find reference to the town wide vote that was taken concerning the trail and how that related to adoption of the trail ordinance.

Karen showed members two very attractive wooden signs made by Pat Lamphere – one for the butterfly garden at Moore Park and the other for the knot weed eradication project at Crane Brook. All agreed that Pat’s contribution should be recognized in the next town report.  Concern was expressed about whether the plastic for knot weed control was still in place and if not, whether it was worth replacing or to try other eradication techniques.  Trevor offered to walk out to the knot weed patch and report back.

5.     Natural Resource Section of Town Plan.  Trevor reported that he had presented the draft to the Planning Commission and received their comments.  Priorities they identified are: Open Space, Flood Hazard Areas, Wetlands, and Wildlife Habitat. He distributed copies of the latest version. The Draft will be the focus of the next UCC meeting.

Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 9:00 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, July 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

6/24/09 DRAFT 

