                       Town of Underhill Traffic Committee Minutes
                                          Tuesday, 13 May 2008

Members present: Daniel Steinbauer, Tom Nugent, Karen Yacos, Derek Bellin, Pete Czaja

Guests: Senior Vermont State Police Trooper Garry Scott
            Jason Charest, Engineer and Bryan Davis, Planner; both of the  

            CCMPO (Chittenden County Metropolitan Planning Organization)
7:00 pm Meeting called to order

· Discussion: Bryan and Jason reviewed briefly the Draft Report of the Traffic Calming Plan prepared for the Town of Huntington by Smart Mobility, Inc. from March of 2008. This plan describes several elements of traffic calming that could be incorporated within the town of Underhill. Landscaping, road modifications, pavement striping, and signage were discussed as to how they may be implemented as well as the advantages, disadvantages, and effectiveness of certain measures. Bryan and Jason also mentioned that the Town may qualify for assistance from the CCMPO’s High Risk Rural Roads program.
· Discussion: Trooper Garry Scott described the role of the State Police in affecting speed controls within the Town of Underhill. Also mentioned was his experience with the traffic calming efforts of adjacent towns and their relative effectiveness. In his experience, signage and crosswalks have had some effect on the behavior of motorists, however, the most effective impact on the speed of cars through some of these areas was the visibility of State Police vehicles during their patrols. In addition Trooper Scott described the method with which tickets to motorists are issued relative to the fines levied and how the flow of funds within the state system operates. His suggestion was to track and/or audit the fines levied within the town to ensure the percentage of fines due the Town was accounted for. He stated that, on occasion, and incorrect code may be inadvertently entered on the summons that may divert possible additional funds from the amount due to Underhill into State coffers. His recommendation was to try to track the fines levied and the actual amount received by the Town of Underhill. Additional town revenue could supplement future traffic calming measures, was mentioned.
· Trooper Scott also furnished the Committee with a list of the traffic summonses issued within the Town of Underhill which displayed the frequency and location of each ticketed offence. The purpose of which may be considered helpful when considering the times of day of violations in addition to location.
· The Discussion of the committee, along with Jason and Bryan continued, prioritizing on the identification of some more immediate, less costly, efforts that the Town of Underhill might institute to encourage less speeding within certain roadways. 
The committee began to identify certain area “hot spots” which may be considered as trouble areas to address speeding. 

· Underhill/Jericho Flats from Mill’s River Park along Route 15 

through to Poker Hill Road.

· Underhill Center from Sand Hill Rd. to Irish Settlement Rd. along River Rd.

· Poker Hill Road

· Irish Settlement Road

· River Road/Pleasant Valley Road, Rt. 15 to Cambridge.

· The intersections/transitions of Pleasant Valley Rd/Beartown and Stevensville Roads

· Range Road 
· Many of these areas were discussed as trouble spots for speeding during most times of day as well as higher traffic volume times during commuter and school bus traffic windows.
              The elements discussed for more immediate institution included the     

              reworking of speed limit signage along River Road near Sand Hill 

              Road upon entering Underhill Center. Installation of mid-road 
              pylons and painted crosswalks in front of the Post Offices on both 
              Park Street and River Road, in addition to the same in front of the 
              Underhill Town Offices along Pleasant Valley Road. Reduction of the 
              perceived travel lane through the village by repainting of the “fog 
              lines along the edges of the pavement was also discussed. The 
              Town has, in it’s possession, a pair of large “Welcome to Underhill” 
              signs that also say “Please Drive Carefully”. The installation and 
              possible locations thereof was also discussed.
              Many of these elements were to be referred to the Select board for 
              consideration.

              General discussion included the need for educating the local 
              population as well as through-traffic of the importance of slower 
              driving. Pedestrian and bicycle traffic was cited as a safety priority. 
              Approaches to involving and educating the public within the  

              discussion included the submission of articles to the local and 
              Burlington newspapers, interaction and discussion among  

              townspeople, and the involvement of local 

              residents along their respective roadways. The creation of a  

              program of signage was also discussed including the creation of a 

              catch-phrase, or slogan. Karen Yacos presented many ideas 

              including: “Reduce Your Carbon Footprint: Slow Down”, “We live 

              here, Respect our Neighborhood”,”Drive Like a Local”. “Small Town, 

              Slow Down” was another. Involvement of the local population 
              through public conversation and surveys with residents about 
              concerns and trouble spots came up as well. Committee member 

              Tom Nugent volunteered to write an article for submission to the 

              local newspaper addressing the work and purpose of the  

              Committee, growing concerns of residents, and the need for 

              community involvment.
8:55 Meeting Adjourns
Submitted by Pete Czaja

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

Dan Steinbauer, Chair                                                            date

