UNDERHILL PLANNING COMMISSION






Minutes





    September 30, 2009

Present: Chair Dick Albertini, Co-chair Trevor Squirrell, Gerry Adams, Julie Kelliher, Pat Lamphere, Irene Linde, Cynthia Seybolt, Administrator Chris Murphy
I.  Town Plan Discussion


Recommendations from Chris:   she should be paid on an hourly basis to be present at hearings.  For the future, a 2-day per week town planner should be hired


Committee agreed that each person should be responsible for preparing to answer questions on the section(s) s/he wrote


Mechanics of meetings and substance of plan to be discussed at 10/7 meeting

II. Chris distributed schedule, timeline, and assignment of responsibilities for Town Plan adoption, followed by discussion.

III. Take Charge/Recharge Program


The  UVM Extension Sustainable Rural Communities program will provide up to $10,000 in services for planning, which will be facilitated by Bill McMasters.  The initial planning group will have three members each from Underhill and Jericho, and one with property in both towns.  Underhill members are Phil Jacobs, Faith Ingulsrud, and Julie Kelliher.  Someone needs to serve as “staff” for these meetings.  Inconclusive debate about whether this is an appropriate role for a PC member.

IV.  Chris distributed a current road inventory prepared by Ed Moore, a 2009 Capital Plan and Budget, a 2009 Capital Road Improvement Plan, and a 2009 Capital Building Inventory and Plan; and an Explanation for Proposed Capital Town Highway Projects.  She explained how to read the Inventory, and pointed out that the highway equipment replacement cycle has been reduced from ten years to seven.  The Capital Budget will appear separately from the annual budget in the Town Report.  While the Selectboard is responsible for all of this, the PC serves in an advisory capacity, so should spend time studying and discussing these documents.

V.  Municipal Planning Grant


Chris reported that a meeting with Sharon Murray to begin re-working the draft regulations is scheduled for October 28th.  Before that meeting, the PC should be familiar both with the regulations and with the terms of the Grant that is providing Murray’s services (available on line).  Project must be completed and all funds spent by 5/7/2010.   PC discussed the possibility of extending agreement with Murray to partially fill Chris’s planning role during this process.

VI.  National Flood Insurance Program


Chris advises that PC track the mapping issue.  There will probably be no new maps until fall 2010.  She recommends keeping floodplain regulations at minimum for now so that no one loses insurance.

VII.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40

Cynthia Seybolt

