                     Town of Underhill Traffic Committee Minutes

                                      Tuesday 10 June 2008

Members present: Daniel Steinbauer, Tom Nugent, Derek Bellin, Janet Herrero, Pete Czaja

Guests: Jason Charest, Transportation Engineer, Chittenden County  

             Metropolitan Planning Organization

7:00 pm Meeting Called to Order

               Minutes from 5/13 Accepted
· Discussion:   Committee members and CCMPO engineer spent the majority of the meeting discussing the immediate action to be recommended to the Selectboard concerning road striping and signage. The committee agreed to the implementation of several traffic calming measures/elements within the Village of The Center and it’s approaches from Pleasant Valley Road and from River Road, and the area known as The Flats, adjacent to VT Rt. 15, within the Park Street corridor. It has been recommended that the Town procure a pair of “Welcome to Underhill” gateway signs to be placed along Rt. 15 at both approaches to the village area within Underhill Flats. Precise location for the erection of these signs shall be studied and confirmed. In addition, the Town of Underhill currently owns a pair of similar signs (in need of slight repair) that were commissioned awhile back for installation at the aforementioned approached to The Center along PV and River Rds. The precise location for the installation of these gateway signs shall also be studied and confirmed. Committee member, Derek Bellin, in conversation with (as part of his work on) the school board, presented the possibility of the installation of one of these signs along PV Rd. on the property of the Elementary School. The other sign may be installed in the vicinity of English Settlement Rd. along River Road. In addition to the erection of these “gateway” signs along our main village approaches was the consideration of additional, complimentary traffic calming elements. It was suggested that dynamic pavement striping be implemented at the approaches to the Center gateway signs. Clarification of the speed limit signage within this area was also called for. A review of the Park Street needs suggests the need to ameliorate the speed of “cut-through” traffic from River Rd. through to VT Rt. 15. The review of the existing speed and STOP signage was recommended as well as the installation of a new, painted, pedestrian crosswalk and related signage. The Crosswalk and signage would be installed across Park St from the existing sidewalk across to the Post Office. 
In addition to the installation of a painted crosswalk and related signage @ Park Street, was the recommendation that the same be instituted within the Underhill Center main thoroughfare from River Road through to Pleasant Valley Rd. Crosswalks and related signage shall be recommended to be installed: in front of the Center Post Office from the entrance of the PO across to the small parking area across the street,  in front of the Underhill Country Store across to the green in front of St Thomas Church, in front of the Town Hall across PV Rd. to Moore Park and the parking area, across PV Rd. to Stevensville Rd. and across PV Rd. in front of the Elementary School @ Irish Settlement Rd. Some of this pavement striping exists and has faded under regular wear and shall be improved. Repainting the existing ‘fog’ lines along the edges of the RR/PVR route from gateway-to-gateway has also been recommended. The reduction of the width of the painted/perceived travel lane was discussed as it’s measurement from the center of the road to the fog line. Location and ramifications of travel lane reductions via fog line re-striping shall be reviewed. The procurement of mid-road pedestrian crosswalk “pylons” is also suggested. A final review of the overall signage procurement is underway.
The Town of Underhill recently acquired the ability to paint and maintain certain roadway striping components. The town highway department shall become involved in the planning, implementation and installation of signage and striping.
Summary: With the input of Mr. Charest, it appears that an overall traffic calming corridor within The Center can be created by implementing a clear message to vehicle operators. The combination of a clearly defined (via signage and striping) high-density village travel area and the speed and pedestrian controls within, can inform and influence drivers that there exists a need for them to drive more slowly.   
The Committee is recommending the creation and installation of these improvements by early September, as the school year and related car and pedestrian traffic resume.

Committee member Tom Nugent confirmed his intention to submit an article to The Mountain Villager informing the local population as to the work of this committee and the need for local traffic to drive more responsibly (note: This article has recently been published, Thanks Tom)

Also Discussed was the potential for involvement of the local school environments to become involved in the education and awareness components of Underhill’s Traffic Calming efforts. This topic will perhaps be revisited as the school year resumes this coming Fall.

CCMPO Engineer Jason Charest has scheduled an audit/study to address traffic and safety concerns associated with the intersection of RR and Sand Hill Rd. A site visit/review shall be scheduled for the latter part of this month or early July

8:49 pm Meeting Adjourns
Submitted by Pete Czaja

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

Daniel Steinbauer, Chair                                                             date

