
Town of Underhill
ARPA Funds Use Proposal - PHASE I

Committee/Group/Individual Requesting Funding: Planning Commission
Contact Name: Sandy Wilmot
Phone Number: 802-899-4366 Email: sandy.wilmot@yahoo.com
Date: 2/3/2023
Proposal Name/Brief Description:  Addressing Two High Priority Stormwater Issues

Underhill is a town of steep hills that bring water down into valleys and ultimately to
Lake Champlain. Lake Champlain is currently in violation of the Clean Water Act for its
high phosphorus contamination. We are part of this larger watershed where what we do
on the land contributes to the broader stream network. The new Underhill Hazard
Mitigation Plan identifies heavy rain events as a risk for residents and natural resources.
As significant precipitation events are more common, the risk for erosion and runoff into
streams increases. While we have an opportunity to take remedial actions using ARPA
funds, it seems prudent to advance goals that are identified in the Underhill Town Plan,
the Hazard Mitigation Plan, and the Stormwater Master Plan.

The Underhill Stormwater Master Plan was completed in 2018 and identified 5 locations
where significant runoff requires action to reduce phosphorus and sediment from
entering streams. Currently only one of these areas, the Town Hall, has had remedial
action.

1. This proposal is to use ARPA funds to address stormwater runoff of
sediment and phosphorus into the Browns River headwaters from a culvert
draining portions of Maple Leaf Road.

The Cost Estimate at the time of the 2018 Report was $36,000, so based on price
increases we are requesting $40,000

Our streams often run parallel with back roads where road ditching, erosion, and soil
movement impact water quality. As part of the Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP)
the Town has identified road segments that are rated as very high risk for contributing to
phosphorus movement into Lake Champlain. In order to comply with the permit these
road segments are in urgent need of remedial action to prevent ongoing phosphorus
and sediment runoff. The State will be reevaluating road segments that need remedial
action in the spring of 2023, so the which of the very high priority segments will be
finalized at that point.

mailto:sandy.wilmot@yahoo.com


2. This proposal is to address water quality issues on the top 10-13 very high
priority road segments where steep slopes and nearby streams require
special ditching and relining with rock base to prevent runoff into streams.

Costs for staff and equipment are paid for, so the need is for ditching stone material,
culverts and tree removal at a cost estimate of about $100,000.

Total Request = $140,000

Benefit to Town of Underhill

Does this proposal …

YES NO Not
Sure

Invest in the town without creating a need for additional or ongoing
revenue or expenses? Is this a one-time expense?

X

Benefit a population that was disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic?

X

Benefit a population underserved prior to the pandemic? X

Mitigate and/or help the Town adapt to the effects of climate
change?

X

Improve or create infrastructure for Underhill? Ex. Natural
resources pedestrian access, transportation but not limited to

X

Align with or impact the goals and priorities of the Town Plan? X

Comments:  These projects are the Town of Underhill’s contribution to clean water in our
streams, and especially in reducing our contribution to pollution in Lake Champlain.



Feasibility of Project

Can this proposal …

YES NO Not
Sure

Be fully planned, estimated and obligated to the Town by December
31, 2024?

X

Be fully completed and paid for by the end of 2026? X

Be used to leverage or match other grants, funds or projects? X



1. Maple Leaf Road Stormwater Runoff

Excerpt from the 2018 Underhill Stormwater Master Plan





Link to full report:
Microsoft Word - SWMP Draft12 (ccrpcvt.org)

https://studiesandreports.ccrpcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Underhill_Stormwater_MasterPlan_April2018.pdf


2. Very High Priority Road Segment Remedial Action (information from Brad Holden)

Costs for staff and equipment are paid for, so the need is for ditching stone material, culverts
and tree removal at a cost estimate of about $100,000.

Two of the segments on Lower English Settlement Road are planned to be brought into
compliance in the spring of 2023 using Grants in Aid funds that we received from the State of
Vermont. The Town has applied for a Better Back Roads grant to complete the remaining
segment on Lower English Settlement, if the grant is awarded, then this work would take place
in FY24.


