
TOWN OF UNDERHILL 
P.O. Box 32 

Underhill Center, VT 05490 

 

 Phone: (802) 899-4434 x106  Fax: (802) 899-2137 
 

Email: underhillzoning@comcast.net 

            SIGN PERMIT 

Permit #:    

This permit is for the approved construction project described above.  Separate State permits including, but not limited to, water/
wastewater, stormwater, Act 250, and Construction General Permits may be required.  It is the obligation of the Applicant to contact the 
State Permit Specialist at 802-879-5676 prior to construction.  The Zoning Administrator or her agent may access the above property for 
purposes of inspections before, during, and upon completion of the project.  Interested parties may exercise their appeal rights pursuant to 
24 VSA § 4465.  A Permit Notice sign will be supplied to the Applicant with this permit to be posted within view of a Town Highway until 
the 15-day appeal period expires.  Applicant and/or their consultant(s) should check with the Zoning Administrator for any posted road 
restrictions.  Failure to complete this project by the permit expiration date will require a new permit from the Zoning Administrator. 

Property Code:    

Date Approved:   

Permit Expires:   Zoning District(s):   

APPLICANT(S): 
 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: CONSULTANT(S): 
 

DIMENSIONS OF PROPOSED SIGN: 
 

PROPOSED LOCATION OF SIGN: 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED SIGN:  (Include dimensions, material, illuminated/non-illuminated, sign type 
(freestanding, wall sign, etc.), single/double faced, and sign message.) 
 

 

CONDITIONS / RESTRICTIONS: 
 

 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR SIGNATURE  
     

Date Effective:   

 
THIS PERMIT IS VALID ONLY FOR THE PROJECT AND TIMEFRAME AS DETAILED BELOW.  

TOWN CLERK RECORDING  

 

FEES: $25 Permit fee  
(Plus $15 posting & $10 recording fee) 



Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 3. It shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Board that the pond and associated 

2 spillway areas will not adversely affect municipal facilities, adjoining properties, or 
3 downstream drainage. Easements from adjoining landowners shall be submitted for 
4 impoundment and/or spillway areas that will extend on to or have the potential to flood 

5 adjoining properties. 

6 
7 4. An erosion control plan that incorporates appropriate erosion control methods from the 
8 Vermont Handbook for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control as most recently amended 
9 shall be submitted for review and approval. 

10 5. The pond shall be maintained on a regular basis. As a condition of approval, the Board 
11 may require periodic safety inspections by a professional engineer, and the submission 

12 of safety reports. 

13 
14 F. Flood Hazard Areas. All ponds constructed within the Flood Hazard Area Overlay 

15 District (Special Flood Hazard Areas) are subject to conditional use review under Section 5.4 
16 and applicable requirements under Section 6.6. Applications for ponds within this district 
17 shall be referred to the state for review and comment. 

18 
19 G. Discontinuance or Deconstruction. A zoning permit is also required for the 
20 discontinuance, removal or deconstruction of an existing or approved pond to ensure that 

21 natural drainage patterns and adjoining surface waters, wetlands and properties will not be 
22 adversely affected. The application shall include a description of the methods used to drain 
23 and deconstruct the pond, and site restoration. 

24 
25 H. liability. Any municipal approval or zoning permit issued for pond construction or 
26 deconstruction shall clearly state that the applicant and his or her successors and assigns is 

27 responsible for the pond's safety and retains liability for its failure if the pond is not 

28 constructed, maintained, operated, or repaired in a safe and proper manner. The 
29 municipality, in approving pond construction, assumes no liability in the event of failure . 

30 

31 Section 3.16 Signs 
32 
33 A. Purpose. These sign regulations are established to achieve the following objectives: 

34 
35 1. To ensure businesses, activities, events, or products are provided with sufficient 

36 opportunity for identification and promotion. 
37 2. To ensure the safety and well being of the users of streets, roads and highways in the 

38 Town of Underhill. 
39 3. To reduce distractions and obstructions from signs which would adversely affect traffic 

40 safety, and to alleviate hazards caused by signs projecting over or encroaching upon 

41 public ways. 
42 4 . To discourage visual competition in signage and ensure that signs aid orientation and 

43 adequately identify uses and activities to the public. 
44 5. To protect the natural and historic beauty of Underhill's rural highways and scenic vistas 

45 from indiscriminate outdoor signage. 
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Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 
2 B. Applicability. No outdoor sign shall be erected, displayed, moved or modified in size, 
3 height or lighting without the issuance of a zoning permit by the Zoning Administrator, 
4 except for signs that are exempt from the requirement to obtain a zoning permit (Subsection 
5 D) or are otherwise prohibited under these regulations (Subsection E). 

6 
7 C. General Standards. All signs, other those specified under Subsection D, shall require a 
8 zoning permit issued by the Zoning Administrator in accordance with the following 
9 requirements: 

10 1. No outdoor advertising signs shall be permitted in any district except for the purpose of 
11 identifying an existing, on-premise use in those districts where such a use is allowed. 
12 
13 2. Signs placed on or which are a part of an awning or canopy are subject to all 
14 requirements of these regulations. 
15 
16 3. No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free entrance to or 
17 exit from any right-of-way, driveway, door, fire escape or public street or road. 
18 
19 4. No sign shall be erected or placed within a municipal right-of-way except with the 
20 approval of the Underhill Selectboard or the Vermont Agency of Transportation. 
21 
22 5. No sign shall be permitted which prevents a clear and unobstructed view of official signs 
23 or impairs sight distances at intersections. 
24 
25 6. No sign shall be mounted on a roof, or extend above the highest roof eave. 
26 
27 7. No sign shall have more than two faces. 
28 

29 8. Permanent signs, including any sign on display for more than 45 days in any one-year 
30 period, with the exception of posted trespassing, hunting and safety zone signs, shall 
31 not be erected, attached, drawn or painted on fences, utility poles, trees, rocks, or other 
32 natural features. 
33 
34 9. Freestanding signs shall not extend above the roof eave of the business establishment, 
35 nor be located within 20 feet of a side or rear property line, or within any right-of-way 
36 with the exception of real estate signs. The top of the freestanding sign shall not be 
37 more than 15 feet high. 
38 
39 10. No sign shall be erected within or projected into or above any public street or sidewalk 
40 right of way. 
41 
42 11. No sign shall be illuminated during hours when premises are unoccupied or are not 
43 open for business. Internally illuminated signs are specifically prohibited . Illuminated 
44 signs shall not produce undue glare, hazards or distractions. A constant, shielded light 
45 source of one color may be used, provided that the light fixture is mounted on the top 
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Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 or side of the sign, is directed downward onto the sign surface, and does not cast light 
2 onto neighboring properties, public rights-of-way, or vehicular traffic. The light source 
3 shall not be visible from adjacent properties or roads. 
4 
5 12. Except for the period from Thanksgiving to New Years Day, no sign or display shall 
6 contain string lighting, pennants, moving parts, or similar attention gathering devices 
7 nor shall they contain or support any device capable of emitting noise. 
8 
9 13. All signs shall be maintained in a safe and secure condition . Nothing in these regulations 

10 shall prevent the normal maintenance and repair of an existing sign, including the 
11 replacement of broken parts. If the Zoning Administrator determines that a sign is not 
12 secure, safe, or in a good state of repair, a written warning and/or notice of violation 
13 may be issued under Section 10.6 with a request that any defect be immediately 
14 corrected. 
15 
16 D. Sign Standards for Park Street, Route 15, and that portion of Pleasant Valley Road 
17 from Underhill Center Bridge #9 to Stevensville Road: 
18 
19 1. The total area of all signs, including all freestanding, wall, and projecting signs, shall not 
20 exceed 42 square feet per lot or development. 
21 
22 2. No more than one freestanding sign, identifying one or more businesses, is allowed per 
23 lot or development. 
24 
25 3. A freestanding sign identifying an individual business shall not exceed 16 square feet in 
26 area. 
27 
28 4. Directory signs identifying multiple businesses shall not exceed 24 square feet in area. 
29 
30 E. Other Areas. Within all other areas, including other zoning districts : 
31 
32 1. The total area of all signs, including freestanding wall or projecting signs shall not 
33 exceed 16 square feet per lot or development. 
34 
35 2. No more than one freestanding sign, identifying one or more businesses is allowed per 
36 lot or development. 
37 
38 3. A freestanding sign identifying an individual business shall not exceed eight square feet 
39 in area. 
40 
41 4. Directory signs identifying multiple businesses shall not exceed 16 square feet in area. 
42 
43 F. Measurement. The sign area shall be defined as the total area of one sign face as 
44 measured from the outer edges, excluding any supporting frames or panels. Signs consisting 
45 of f reestanding characters shall include any intervening spaces (the entire message area) in 
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Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 the calculation of total sign area. The height of a sign shall be measured from ground level 
2 to the highest portion of the supporting structure. 
3 
4 G. Exempted Signs. The following signs shall not require a zoning permit, but must meet all 
5 applicable requirements of Subsection C: 
6 
7 1. Signs erected and maintained by the town or state on public roads for directional, safety 
8 or public service purposes, including tourist information services. 
9 

10 2. Small unlit, directional, warning or informational signs which do not exceed two square 
11 feet in area, which are intended to inform the public (e.g., that identify restrooms, 
12 public telephones, freight entrances, vacancies) and are located on the premises. 
13 
14 3. One unlit flag or banner used for advertising or informational purposes (e .g., "sale", 
15 "open") which does not exceed 16 square feet in area. 
16 
17 4. Legally posted, trespassing, hunting or safety zone signs. 
18 
19 5. One private home identification sign not exceeding two square feet in area. 
20 
21 6. One unlit sign advertising a home-based business (e.g., home child care, home 
22 occupation, home industry or bed & breakfast), that does not exceed eight square feet 
23 in area. 
24 
25 7. One unlit sign advertising an active farming operation, which does not exceed 16 square 
26 feet in area. 
27 
28 8. One unlit residential subdivision sign, placed at the main entrance of a subdivision, 
29 which does not exceed 16 square feet in area. 
30 
31 9. One sign or bulletin board incidental to a school, church, library, public park or other 
32 government facility, which does not exceed 16 square feet in area. 
33 
34 10. One unlit sandwich board or other moveable sign per business, which does not exceed 
35 four feet in height, nor 12 square feet in area, and is displayed only during hours of 
36 operation; 
37 
38 11. One temporary real estate "for sale" or "for rent" sign that does not exceed six square 
39 feet in area, and is removed immediately following property sale or rental; 
40 
41 12. Temporary on-premise signs for the sale of seasonal agricultural products, not 
42 exceeding 16 square feet in area, which are in place for no longer than six months 
43 during any one year period; 
44 
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Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 13. Temporary sign erected for a fair, exposition, or other municipal, philanthropic, or 

2 community sponsored special event that does not exceed 16 square feet in area, is 
3 installed on the premises or in another off-site location approved by the Selectboard no 
4 more than two weeks prior to the event, and is removed immediately following the 
5 event; 

6 
7 14. Temporary auction, lawn or garage or similar sale signs, not exceeding six square feet in 
8 area per side, which shall be removed immediately following the sale. 

9 
10 15. One temporary, unlit advertising sign, not exceeding 16 square feet, for an approved 

11 construction project or residential subdivision, which shall be removed when 
12 construction is completed or 75% of residential lots have been transferred into 
13 individual ownership. 

14 
15 16. Temporary election signs to be posted and removed in accordance with state law. Such 
16 signs may be displayed not more than 30 days prior to an election, and shall be removed 

17 within seven days of the vote. 

18 
19 17. One unlit historic or landmark sign per historic property. 

20 
21 18. Decorative, wall-mounted nostalgic or replica signs that are not used for advertising 
22 purposes, and do not exceed eight square feet in area. 

23 
24 19. Wall murals intended solely for artistic, non-advertising purposes. 

25 
26 20. Unlit window signs and displays. 

27 
28 H. Prohibited Signs. The following signs are specifically prohibited in the Town of Underhill: 
29 
30 1. Signs which impair highway safety. 

31 2. Off-premise signs, except for those that conform to state laws; 
32 3. Signs that are internally illuminated, animated, flashing, oscillating, revolving, or made 
33 of reflective material or paint, with the exception of pubic safety signs, time and 

34 temperature signs, and barber poles; 

35 4. Signs identifying businesses that are no longer in existence; 
36 5. Signs erected, attached or maintained on any utility pole or government signpost; and 

37 6. Signs mounted on or attached to parked rolling stock (e.g., a motor vehicle or trailer) 

38 that is not in active use as a vehicle, but is used primarily as a support or foundation for 

39 the sign. 
40 
41 I. Nonconforming Signs. Any sign lawfully in place prior to the effective date of these 
42 regulations that does not conform to these regulations with respect to area, height, setback, 

43 location, number or lighting, shall be considered a nonconforming sign. Such signs may 
44 receive normal maintenance and repair; however no nonconforming sign shall be enlarged, 
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Article Ill. General Regulations Adopted 3-1-11, Amended 3-6-12 

1 extended, changed in design or altered to advertise a different business or product, unless it 
2 is brought into conformance with these standards. 
3 
4 1. A nonconforming sign that has been damaged or destroyed beyond 50% of its appraised 
5 value for a period of six months; that has been abandoned for a period of six months or 
6 more; or that identifies a business, activity or product that has not existed at that 
7 location for six months or more must be removed. 
8 

9 Section 3.17 Source Protection Areas 
10 
11 A. To protect the quality of public water supplies, and associated source protection areas: 
12 
13 1. No development shall be allowed within a 200-foot radius of a well or spring that serves 
14 a public water supply, except for activities, structures and uses that directly relate to the 
15 water system; and 
16 2. To the extent physically feasible, all on-site septic systems, including leach fields, shall 
17 be located outside of a designated source protection area. 
18 
19 B. All development within designated source protection areas, except for agriculture, 
20 forestry, single and two family dwellings, associated accessory uses and structures, and uses 
21 that are specifically prohibited under Subsection C, shall be subject to conditional use review 
22 by the Development Review Board under Section 5.4, to include findings that: 
23 
24 1. The proposed development is consistent with the Source Protection Plan as most 
25 recently adopted and approved by the state, does not include a prohibited activity or 
26 use under Subsection B, and does not present a threat to the public water supply. 
27 
28 2. There shall be no on-site discharge of hazardous materials from floor drains; all floor 
29 drains will drain into holding tanks. 
30 
31 3. All drainage ways and sediment traps shall be regularly maintained in full working order 
32 by the owner. 
33 
34 4. Site clearing and disturbance, and on-site paving, roofing, and other impervious surfaces 
35 that increase surface runoff and limit water infiltration and recharge, are minimized. All 
36 runoff from impervious surfaces shall be diverted to areas covered with vegetation for 
37 surface infiltration. 
38 
39 5. The storage and application of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides and other chemicals 
40 shall comply with all state and federal regulations and best management practices. 
41 
42 6. Above ground storage tanks for oil, gasoline or other petroleum products shall be placed 
43 in a building or other impervious containment area to prevent spills and leaks from 
44 reaching groundwater (also see Section 3.12}. 
45 
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	Sign Permit Application
	            SIGN PERMIT

	Permit #:   

	This permit is for the approved construction project described above.  Separate State permits including, but not limited to, water/wastewater, stormwater, Act 250, and Construction General Permits may be required.  It is the obligation of the Applicant to contact the State Permit Specialist at 802-879-5676 prior to construction.  The Zoning Administrator or her agent may access the above property for purposes of inspections before, during, and upon completion of the project.  Interested parties may exercise their appeal rights pursuant to 24 VSA § 4465.  A Permit Notice sign will be supplied to the Applicant with this permit to be posted within view of a Town Highway until the 15-day appeal period expires.  Applicant and/or their consultant(s) should check with the Zoning Administrator for any posted road restrictions.  Failure to complete this project by the permit expiration date will require a new permit from the Zoning Administrator.

	Property Code:  	

	Date Approved:  

	Permit Expires:  

	Zoning District(s):  

	Date Effective:  

	THIS PERMIT IS VALID ONLY FOR THE PROJECT AND TIMEFRAME AS DETAILED BELOW. 

	FEES: $25 Permit fee 

	(Plus $15 posting & $10 recording fee)


	Sign Regulations
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