Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)

Underhill Town Hall

July 16, 2009

7:00 P.M.

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present: David Demarest
1.     Public Comment.  David Demarest discussed his concerns about the road through the Crane Brook Conservation District and his desire to retain vehicular access to his land on the New Road.  He would like to see the town maintain the road to some degree like English Settlement road and post a sign that explains the rules for vehicular use.  He is concerned that four-wheelers and pickups are entering the area for recreation and wrecking the road.
Commission members suggested that the only real solution would be locked gates posted at either end of the road, with keys given to the landowners needing occasional access.  David was concerned that the gate might further restrict his access

2.     Minutes of June 8, 2009. Karen made a motion to accept the minutes and the Commission approved unanimously.
3.     Crane Brook.  Trevor updated the commission on his continued efforts to establish the legal status of the New Road.  He asked Chris Murphy to obtain a legal opinion on the issue.  Despite researching the town records, he could not find any evidence of a townwide vote on downgrading the road to a trail.  

Barbara Y. offered to research the Planning Commission minutes from the period around 2000 and to contact current and former Selectboard members who were involved in the issue. Barbara G. offered to contact the Mountain Gazette to see if they have archives she could research on the topic. Both will report back at the next meeting. David Demarest requested that any further information be forwarded to him as well.

4.     Regional Connectivity and Large Habitat Blocks – Identification and Mapping Project.  Trevor distributed a project proposal from Native Geographic, LLC, describing a wildlife habitat mapping project the town of Jericho has initiated in cooperation with Jens Hilke at the VT Fish and Wildlife department.  The project involves mapping large habitat blocks and identifying crucial areas of connectivity between them.  Underhill will need to provide $2,400 to participate in the project that will likely take place primarily during April/May next year. During the winter, volunteers who have been trained in the “Keeping Track” process will be organized to monitor road crossings within potential connectivity areas.
Members expressed enthusiasm for participating in the project for the following reasons: 1) the recent town-wide survey showed very strong support for protecting and improving wildlife habitat; 2) since wildlife habitat does not recognize town boundaries, this project provides an excellent opportunity to work with neighboring towns on common conservation goals; 3) it makes good use of the skills and knowledge of those who have received “Keeping Track” training and gives them an opportunity to further learn and practice.  All agreed that Conservation Commission funding should be used to pay half the project fee and Trevor will look into seeing if any grants might be available for this type of work.  Barbara G. made a motion to endorse and support the Large Habitat Connectivity Project and authorizing Trevor Squirrell to send a letter of interest to Native Geographic.  The motion passed unanimously.

5.     Harvest Market. Barbara G. confirmed that the UCC will be sharing a display tent at the Harvest Market with the Jericho Conservation Commission and the Jericho Underhill Land Trust.  Topics for joint displays were discussed as well as opportunities for fundraising, including selling balsam or edible nut tree seedlings.  Barbara offered to contact JCC and JULT to discuss display and fundraising ideas with them.
6.     Natural Resource Section of Town Plan.  Trevor presented his most recent draft incorporating changes discussed at the last meeting.  After further discussion, Trevor asked that members to email their edits and comments to him before July 20.  The draft would then be compiled by the Planning Commission for public review.
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, August 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

