Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
April 24, 2011, 6:30 P.M

Members present: Trevor Squirrell - chair, Barbara Green, Barbara Yerrick, Karen McKnight and Faith Ingulsrud. Also Merianne O’Grady
Merianne O’Grady was welcomed and she expressed interest in serving on the Conservation Commission.

1. Large Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor reported on an Regional Planning Commission meeting he attended dealing funding for new wildlife data collection projects. He said it could result in Phase II of the project that Underhill and Jericho participated in during the past two winters but it is more likely that the money will be offered to other towns that want to do similar work. 
Members discussed ways that wildlife data might continue to be collected such as through a website, using smart phone technology and asking road crew members and paper delivery people to report their wildlife sightings.  All agreed these ideas should be further investigated.
2. Green-up Day –. Barbara Y. updated members on Green-up Day details. Drop off sites will be located at Casey’s Hill and at the Flour Shop.  All agreed that the UCC should pay to have Clean Green place dumpsters at both sites.  This would be similar in cost to paying the fuel and time for the road crew to deliver the trash and would relieve them of the work at a time when they are stretched dealing with flooded roads. Assignments were made to cover the two sites from 9 to 1 on Green Up day, offer refreshments and deal with issues regarding tires and large trash. 
3. Plant Sale – Faith went through the list of Plant Sale Tasks to assign duties in preparation for the annual sale that will take place June 4, 2011. She will handle publicity with Karen helping with the 7 Days announcement and Trevor with the sandwich boards. Barbara G. reported that she had ordered 60 bulk blueberry plants for sale. Karen agreed to accept delivery of the plants the week of the sale.  All agreed the same price list as last year would be used, including $5/ea for the blueberries. Trevor will speak with owners of the Center store about whether they could provide refreshments.
4. School Project – Barbara G. reported on her meeting with Maria, the teacher at Browns River Middle School (BRMS) to discuss trails issues at Crane Brook. 
5. Town Plan Natural Resource Section – Trevor said that he has been delayed in producing a draft UCC work plan and will get to it as soon as possible.  Fluvial Erosion Hazard maps have been completed for Underhill by the Regional Planning Commission and will be reviewed by the Planning Commission.
6. Other - Karen reported that Selectboard member, Brad Holden will survey the boundary so trails can be sited to avoid private property.  A re-formed committee has produced a new mission statement and goals and will be reviewing them with the Selectboard.  Karen is the vice chair and will continue to provided coordination between UCC and the Trails Committee.
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:15 p.m.  
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