TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday February 18, 2010
Present: Steve Walkerman - Chair, Dan Steinbauer - Vice Chair, Steve Owen - Selectperson, Faith I. Brown - Interim Administrator, Sherri Morin - Town Clerk
6:13 PM
Meeting called to order

Underhill Conservation Commission Update – Trevor Squirrell, Chair: Trevor joins the meeting to update the Select Board on the activities of the Conservation Commission.  The Commission is involved in a Fish Passage Project with the Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District.  The first project was at the end of Stevensville Road where an old culvert was replaced by a bridge to better support brook trout habitat.  The district has now identified 3 culverts in Underhill that need retrofitting in order to support brook trout.  The district has written a grant for the project but would like some in-kind services from the town – like transporting rock – and the general support of the Selectboard.  The Selectboard unanimously supports the project.
Trevor reports that the Conservation Commission would also like to do a project called Trees for Streams with Winooski Valley Natural Resources Conservation District at Moore Park.  The Trees for Streams Project focuses on restoring riparian habitat by planting trees and shrubs along waterways.  A proposal for Moore Park was presented to the Commission and the Commission seeks the support of the Selectboard.  The only cost to the town would be a match of $89 which the Conservation Commission would pay.  The Selectboard agrees to support the project.  Trevor will follow-up with the Betty and Ed Moore about the work at the park and then get back to the Selectboard with a site plan.
Trevor discusses other projects of the commission such as the Large Habitat Block and Connectivity Tracking and a project with Browns River Middle School students at the Crane Brook Conservation Site.  Trevor also asks the Selectboard if the Commission can reduce its size from 9 to 7 members and if the Commission can appoint ex. officio advisors for technical support.  The Selectboard supports the proposed changes.

6:33 PM
The Selectboard adjourns its meeting and opens the meeting for the Liquor Control Board.  The Liquor Control Board approves and signs the applications for renewal of liquor licenses for Jacobs Store, Wells Market and Underhill Country Store.
6:40 PM
The Liquor Control Board adjourns its meeting and the Selectboard reopens its meeting.
6:41 pm
Clean Green Sanitation – Tim Macke and David Koval join the meeting to discuss Clean Green's garbage and recycling pick up service in Underhill.  The Selectboard expresses its pleasure with Clean Green's work and agrees to extend their contract for another 3 years with the garbage sticker price increasing to $5.00 per sticker.  Tim and Dave will propose changes to the contract and Faith will edit the current contract for signatures prior to June 2010. 
7:00 PM
Metal Dumpster – Seth and Alison Friedman join the meeting to discuss their concern about hazardous materials being put in the metal dumpster on New Road.  Tim Macke and David Koval join the discussion given that Clean Green arranged with All Metal Recycling to place the dumpster. A host of concerns and solutions are discussed including removing the dumpster, moving the dumpster or placing a sign at the dumpster.   All parties are eager to find a way to continue to offer the free service but to inhibit inappropriate use.  Tim Macke agrees to talk with AMR about posting a sign at the site.  Tim will follow up with Faith.
7:10 PM
Meeting continues:

· Jacobs Subdivision – Phil Jacobs joins the meeting to request that the Selectboard waive the requirement that a bond be posted because he has been delayed in completing the shared infrastructure for the subdivision.  Phil agrees to complete the infrastructure work as soon as the road posting has been lifted.  The Selectboard agrees to wave the bond requirement.
· Cloverdale Culvert – The Selectboard discusses the fact that the Westford/Underhill town line runs right through the center of the culvert to be replaced on Cloverdale Road.  The Selectboard agrees to hold off on any further investigation of the project until they hear back from the town of Westford.
· Approval of 1.28.10, 2.04.10 and 02.05.10 minutes – The minutes are reviewed and signed.
· Signing of warrants – The warrants and orders are reviewed and signed.
· Finance person – research, hiring, job description – The board reviews the research Faith shares with them and asks Faith to contact VLCT about setting up a hiring process for a finance person to assist the next town treasurer.

· Town Meeting Prayer - Sherri discusses with the board who should offer the prayer at town meeting.  Discussion ensues and Sherri will follow-up.
7:30 PM
Planning Commission Update – Dick Albertini, Chair and Planning Commission Members – The Planning Commission joins the meeting to express their need for a planning assistant to support their work.  The commission is in the depths of rewriting the zoning regulations with the expert assistance from Sharon Murray.  They are very pleased with Sharon's support but, they are concerned that they will need strong, experienced planning help to manage the hearings and adoption of the proposed by laws and to complete their other work as outlined in the town plan. The commission shares a job description and suggests that the board consider three options:  hiring a part time assistant, hiring a person such as Chris Murphy who did planning and administration full time or hire Sharon Murray to assistant them in their work.  Other options are discussed. The Selectboard thanks the planning commission for their clear request and asks the commission to follow up with Sharon to learn how much it might cost for her continued support and if she might be willing to mentor a planning assistant.
7:53 PM
The Board unanimously agrees to move into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.
8:28 PM
The Board unanimously agrees to move out of Executive Session and Adjourns
Respectfully submitted,
Faith I. Brown, Interim Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date
