UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Wednesday, July 9, 2008
Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair, Dan Steinbauer, Vice-Chair; Steve Owen, Chris Murphy Town Administrator.  

6:30 PM:
Meeting is Called to Order

· Minutes from 6-26-08 Reviewed and Accepted
· Orders signed

· Mailbag:  
· Ethan Allen Firing Range:  The Board reviews recent emails with Range staff. Range personnel had invited the Board, the Town Clerk and the Town Administrator to a meeting about their activities, but stated that the meeting was closed to the public.  Chris talked to Board members and they agreed that this would be a violation of the Open Meeting law, so she emailed Range staff that while the Board could not attend they would like to invite Range staff to a public meeting either on August 7th or August 21st at 7:00 PM.  LTC Tom Kahalan replied that they have building constraints at the Range and cannot accommodate a large group, and that they will get back to the Board as to which date in August they would like to meet.

· VLCT Road Salt RFP:  VLCT is proposing that the municipalities form a consortium to buy road salt this year, as the salt vendors will not extend the state pricing to municipalities.  By forming a consortium, there will be economies of scale so that quantities and price can be guaranteed.  Towns must agree to take 80% of their minimum projected need and they will have 120% of that available to them at the contracted discounted price.  The RFP is going out tomorrow, July 10, 2008.  Chris has sent an email asking how soon the Town must commit to a quantity.  The Board agrees that this is a good idea.  Rod agreed; he will get a quantity number to Chris by weeks end.
· American City & County: Chris distributes new magazine to the Board.

· CUSI Information: The Board reviews the Chittenden Unit for Special Investigation annual report.

· CCMPO TIP 2009-2012:  The Board reviews the Transportation Improvement Plan put out by the MPO.  There are no projects listed for Underhill.

· Howard Center:  Board receives a letter from the Howard Center thanking the Town for their appropriation in the Town budget.

· VLCT News: Is distributed.

· Kent Koptiuch, Geo-Thermal Environmental Testing Review:  The Board reviews the report/results of the Fall 07 testing of the New Road monitoring wells at the Town garage.  No change, recommends continued testing.

7:15 PM:  
Energy Committee:  Bob Murphy, Shelley Salzer, Peter Duval, Irene Linde, Committee Members, Guests:  The Board meets with the Committee at the Committees request.  The Board wants to know what they are authorized to do.  The Board explains that they do not have a budget, so any project that would require funding must come to the Board with a request and a budget.  The Committee is very concerned about some community member's ability to meet energy costs this winter and want to do some kind of project in early Fall.  They will come back to the Board when they have a firm proposal.  The Energy Committee is up and running and very committed to being an effective Selectboard committee.
· VT Gas Systems Request for Permission to Work in Town Right-of-Way:   The Board reviews submitted plans from VT Gas Systems regarding their proposal for putting gas lines in.  Chris and Kari Papelbon have reviewed the plans, and spoken with Kim Rolfe at VT Gas Systems.  The Town Roads that will be affected are e:  Meadow Lane; Park St.; Poker Hill Road; Dumas Road; Depot St.; GAR Place; and Sugar Hill.  There is also a proposed line for Rte. 15, but VT Gas must get permission from the state for that work.  The only potential problems are on Sugar Hill, where the installation is within 100' of a stream and under our zoning regs. VT Gas must provide erosion control measures on the plans; and on Dumas, where the installation will take place in a floodplain.  The Rte. 15 installation is also within a floodplain by Roaring Brook.  Kari will call the state floodplain coordinator to clarify whether VT Gas will need a permit for this work.  The Sugar Hill plans will require erosion control plans.  

After reviewing the plans, the Board passes a motion to grant an access permit to VT Gas for installation of the gas lines on the above-named Town Roads subject to the following conditions:

1. That the installation on the Town roads is done in the Town Right-of-Way; if required for any reason to go out of the town right-of-way then VT Gas must obtain permission from the landowner;

2. That the installation is done by boring, if any other method is used VT Gas must come back to the Board for plan review and approval; and 

3. VT Gas shall comply with the Underhill Zoning Regulations including streambank development and floodplain regulations.

· Broadband Information: Leon Pacifici Guest.  The Board reviews information from Fairpoint Communications that states that they are putting a Wi-Fi antenna up on the Fairpoint utility building on Park St.  This antenna, because of its size, is exempt under Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes from local permitting.  They did not provide the information as to the service area that will be covered.  The Board also reviews a grant application from the VT Telecommunications Authority for getting broadband service into communities.  Communities that currently have no service will get preference under this program, and there is only $180,000.00 statewide for grants. 
· Town Hall Energy Conservation Proposal:  Sherri Morin, Town Clerk discusses proposal to move to 4-10 hour days.  The clerk in Middlebury is experimenting with this as a way to save energy costs.  It would also give community members a chance to use the Town Office early in the morning and later in the evening.  Sherri reports that the Lister and the Zoning Administrator are against change.  The Board suggests to Sherri that we wait and see what Middlebury's experience is.  If they are showing a reduction in energy costs at the end of the trial period, then Underhill may give it a try to see if we can achieve savings.

· Range Information:  Sherri did attend the Range meeting and reports that they are going to try to get more notice to the abutting towns; that they are going to institute a noise management program; that timber sales have not been high as there are bullets in the trees; and that there is going to be an increase in activity in August.

· Storage Tank: Mike Morin Guest:  Mike works at the Range and he asks the Board if they are interested in getting a 6,000 gallon double-walled insulated tank as the Range is removing them.  The Board asks Mike to check into cost and get back to them.

· Sign Update:  Dan Steinbauer reports that he has ordered some signs for River Road and Pleasant Valley Road, but that we will wait for the report of the High Risk Rural Road task force before locating them in case the task force has alternative recommendations.  The High Risk Rural Road task force consisting of MPO staff, AOT staff, Chris, Rod Fuller and Dan will meet tomorrow at 8:45 AM. 

· Maple Leaf Farm Waiver:  Sherri asks that the Town Hall rental fee for Maple Leaf Farm staff training is waived.  Maple Leaf Farm offers free treatment to Underhill residents if they do not have insurance.  In light of this, the Board agrees to waive the rental fee.  MLF will be required to provide proof of insurance coverage.

· Town Garage Roof:  Chris will email Henri DeMarne and try to get this going. 

· Underhill Center Post Office:  No bids received so far after the specifications were drafted for painting the Town Post Office.  Chris' husband is a painting contractor, but she is reluctant to ask him to do it as people may think there is a conflict of interest.  If no bids are received however, she will ask him to submit a bid.

· Montgomery Subdivision Application, Maple Leaf Farm Road:  The Board reviews a request from the UJFD that Maple Leaf Farm Road be widened.  The amended AOT specifications would seem to indicate that the road will meet the traveled lane width.  The Board decides that the Applicant would not be required to upgrade the public portion of Maple Leaf Farm Road if the Applicant can prove that the current road meets current standards.
9:22 PM
  The Board enters executive session to discuss a pending real estate option agreement

9:32 PM:
The Board exits executive session and adjourns

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date

