UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Tuesday, June 30, 2009 at 7:00 AM

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer, Steve Owen; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Joan Lehouiller, Town Treasurer; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

7:00 AM:
 Meeting Called to Order
· Tax Rate Setting:  Chris distributes a version of the budget with Joan's accounting numbers plugged in.  After discussion, the Board and Joan agree that the tax rate should be set without consideration of any surplus due to the decrease in revenues.  Upon a motion, the Board adopts a tax rate of 0.4229 municipal rate, and 0.0287 per 100,000 for the local agreement for a total rate of 0.452.  Last year's rate was 0.438.

· Budget Documents:  The Board discusses with Joan using a different format for the budget by utilizing the NEMRC program or a hybrid of NEMRC and Excel to make budget reviews easier.  More information will be provided. 

· Annual Warrant for Appraiser:  Joan asks the Board to sign an annual warrant to pay the professional appraiser on the first of every month for the rolling reappraisal.  The Board signs the warrant. 

· Will Towle Appointment to DRB:  Upon the recommendation of the Development Review Board, the Board Appoints Will Towle to the DRB for a one-year term as Alternate.

· Capitol Program and Budgeting Policy:  The Board adopts the policy discussed at their previous meeting.

· Sheriff's Contract:  The Board signs a contract with the Chittenden County Sheriff's Department for the Sheriff's to provide traffic enforcement services in FY 09-2010.  This contract starts July 1, 2009. The contract was amended to reflect that mileage will be reimbursed at the federal rate. 
· Lawn Mowing:  The Board approves to expend up to $200.00 from the highway funds for Steve Griffiths to fix the excess gravel in Moore Park and the Town Hall from the winter plowing.

· Conservation Commission Project:  The Conservation Commission is considering joining a multi-town project that will identify core habitat and wildlife corridors in Town.  The cost for this project is estimated to be around $2200.  While the Commission is going to fund raise for the project, they have asked that if they cannot raise the full amount, could the Town match what they contribute from the matching grant reserve fund.  The Board feels that since this is not actually a grant they cannot use funds from this reserve fund, but that they can dedicate funds from the Contingency line in the General Fund budget if necessary.  There is no commitment of funds at this point. 

· Underhill Flats "Welcome" Sign:  Dan reports that he heard back from the Roaring Brook Homeowner's Association and they are not willing to have the "Welcome to Underhill" sign on the vacant open land on Route 15 that is part of their subdivision.  The Homeowner's Association had inquired as to whether they could get a tax break; the Board was reluctant to award that as the other signs have gone up on property without such accommodation.  After discussion, it is agreed that Dan will contact Cliff Hill to see if he is willing to have the sign erected on his land.    

8:30 AM: 
The Board Adjourns
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Murphy, Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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