UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday October 29, 2009 at 6:00 PM
Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer Vice-Chair, Steve Owen; Kari Papelbon Zoning Administrator, Faith I. Brown, Interim Town Administrator and John Thomas, guest
6:00 PM:
Meeting Called to Order

Jim Condos, Vermont Gas introduces himself and Vermont Gas to the Selectboard. He shares the history of the company and the location of the new gas lines that were installed in the last 3 years: Jericho – 2007, Underhill – 2008 and Hinesburg – 2009.  In total the new gas lines reach 1500 potential new customers, of which, 800 have signed up.  Jim believes that natural gas is cheaper to heat with than oil or propane and the additional competition in the town may reduce or hold steady other fuel prices.  Jim passes out safety and information packages to the board with copies for the highway crew, DRB, Zoning.
6:15:
John Thomas is asked what particular agenda items he is interested in discussing.  He indicates he is interested in the Ancient Roads information.  Selectboard explains that Ancient Roads will be discussed at the November 19 town meeting.  John thanks the Selectboard and will return on the 19th.

6:20
Kari Papelbon, Underhill Zoning Administrator

· Proposed Fema Floodplain Maps Update: Kari reviews the history of the 2009 changes of the DFIRM (Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map) maps and the FIS (Flood Insurance Study).  The town of Underhill sent FEMA, CDM, ANR and VT League of Cities and Towns a letter with comments and requesting revisions in what we believe to be errors in the new preliminary DFIRM maps.  Kari reports that we have not heard back from FEMA and CDM yet, however, FEMA has announced the beginning of the 90 day appeal period for concerns from landowners or the town on the preliminary maps.  Kari suggests that the town send a letter to all property owners affected by the proposed changes, notifying them of the appeals process and encouraging them to contact her with further questions.  The Selectboard agrees and Kari will follow up with the board on the exact letter that will be sent.  The Selectboard agrees that the town will wait until the proposed maps are finalized before holding a public meeting.
· Required Regulations changes:  Kari notes that along with updating the DFIRM maps, the town must also revise the Flood Hazard Regulations.  Faith shares that Sharon Murray has agreed to work on the Flood Hazard Regulations as part of her work with the planning commission on the unified bylaws.  Her work is being funded by a municipal planning grant.
· Baslow Subdivision:  The board approves the four items recommended by the DRB.

· Zoning Violation:  Kari reports that she received the third complaint about David Fields property on Route 15 and Cilley Hill Road.  Because there was no response to her first letters, she reviewed the situation with Vince Paradis, the town attorney, and sent a certified letter to David Fields.  Copies of the letter are shared with the Selectboard.
7:15:
Meeting Continued:
· Town Plan Draft – The Selectboard receives copies of the draft Town Plan submitted by the Planning Commission after the two public meetings.  This draft will be posted on line and the Selectboard will hold public hearings December 2 & 3, 2009.
· Public Hearings:  Faith shares copies of the notice she submitted to the Mountain Gazette for the November 5, 2009 issue.  The noticed is posted on the town website.

· Better Back Roads Grants: Final report for Category A grant is being written by Samantha Tilton at the RPC.  Faith will review and t he RPC will submit by the 10/30/09 deadline.  Final report for the Category B grant is being written by Rod Fuller.  Faith will touch base with him about the grant report. 
· Capitol Improvement Plan: the Selectboard approved a Capitol Program and Budget Policy in June, 2009.  The policy states that the Selectboard will adopt a five year town wide capitol budget.  Faith will bring to the next Selectboard meeting the proposed budget from Chris Murphy for final approval.
· PACIF -Insurance Renewal Application:  Faith has received an insurance renewal application and reviewed some valuation questions with the Selectboard.
· Hiring Update: The Selectboard will use VLCT to help in the hiring of the town administrator and the road foreman.  Steve Walkerman has the contract from VLCT and will sign it as soon as the town administrator job description is updated. 

· Town Contracts: Faith shares a copy of the proposed land contract with the Selectboard and reminds them of the meeting to discuss the contract with the Planning Commission Wednesday November 4th at 6:30 at town hall.

· Weatherization Items for the Town Garage:  The Selectboard approves the purchase and installation of the weatherization items for the town garage.  They suggest that the Energy Committee work with the Highway Department on this matter.

7:50 

Executive Session Personnel Issues: On a motion the board 
moves into Executive Session on personnel issues.

8:25 

The Board moves out of Executive Session.


The Board Adjourns

Respectfully submitted,
Faith I. Brown, Interim Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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