UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Present:  Dan Steinbauer, Selectboard Vice-Chair; Steve Owen, Rod Fuller Town Highway Foremen, Chris Murphy Town Administrator.  

Note:  This meeting was filmed by MMCTV

6:00 PM:
Meeting is Called to Order

· Executive Session:  The Board enters into an executive session upon a motion, with Rod Fuller and Chris Murphy to discuss a personnel issue and a potential contract.

6:25 PM:
The Board comes out of Executive Session

· Town Pond Request:  Chris relays e-mail request from Tom Lee regarding the Town Pond.  When the road crew gave the pond a new sandy bank, the two parking lot sides of the pond area have washed out due to the runoff from the parking lots.  Tom asks whether the Town can either: turn the pond edges on those two sides back to grass using either seed or sod; or build a berm and drain the runoff from the parking lot away from the pond.  Rod states that the runoff is happening because the parking lots drain into the pond.  The Board asks Rod to check into building a swale and berm and get back to the Board.
· Stevensville Road Request:  Chris relays a concern from a Stevensville Road resident about the lower limbs of a tree in front of the Schoolhouse that is obstructing the view at the intersection.  We will look at this during the high risk road meeting on 6/10, but the limbs will be removed.
· David Wolfe, Mt. Road Request:  Rod tells the Board that he has received a request from David Wolfe for extra paving by his driveway.  While Rod states that the request is reasonable, he does not have the budget for the extra paving this year.  Rod reports that while Pike was supposed pave Mt. Road last week, they got rained out, and he is not sure what the schedule is now.

· Chris reads a letter from Robert Fletcher of 60 McClellan Farm Road regarding the build-up of sand/expansion of the R-O-W.  Robert states that he has located a pin that shows the edge of the R-O-W and the Board should use that to determine if there is an expansion because of the sand build-up.  The Board agrees to do another site visit; hopefully this can be arranged for July 24, 2008 at the beginning of the meeting.  
· Pickup Loan, Joan Lehouiller Treasurer: The Board signs loan papers for the pickup truck.  The Town is borrowing $16,397 for one year at 2.5% interest.  The loan is with the _________________ Bank.
· Tax Rate Setting:  Joan Lehouiller reports that there is a budget surplus of $140,000.00.  Joan reports that she has checked with the state and that all budget surplus, Selectboard (general fund) and highway can be rolled over into the Highway budget for FY 08-09 if the Board votes to do that.  If the Board rolls the surplus forward, then the municipal tax rate for FY 08-09 will remain the same as the rate in FY 07-08, $0.41.  The Board expresses concern about the increased fuel costs and highway department expenses and decides to roll the surplus forward to off-set these expenses.  Dan Steinbauer makes a motion to set the tax rate for FY 08-09 at $0.41; the motion is seconded and approved unanimously.  
· Vacation Requests:  Joan Lehouiller requests to roll her remaining vacation days forward into the next year.  She is uncertain how many days she has remaining.  The Board agrees to roll forward up to ten remaining vacation days.  Sherri Morin, Town Clerk has also sent an email request to roll forward five remaining vacation days.  The Board approves the request.
· Alexander Subdivision, IS348 Waiver Request:  The Board approves the waiver from the bonding requirement per DRB recommendation.  See Subdivision decision for final condition language.  The Board also reviews the analysis done by Peter Lazorchek of McCain Consulting on the sufficiency of the stormwater plan.  Accoridng to Lazorchek, the Stormwater plan is sufficient so that the Town culvert on Fuller Road will not be adversely impacted in a 25-year event.

· Jacobs Subdivision, HR 016 Waiver Request:  The Board approves the waiver from the bonding requirement per DRB recommendation.  See Subdivision decision for final condition language.

· 6-9-08 DRB Hearing Waiver of Hearing Fees:  The Board clarifies that the fee waiver granted on 5-29-08 for the 6-9-08 DRB hearings were all fees and costs except recording. 
· Broadband Inquiry, Leon Pacifici Guest:  Leon is a resident who is very interested in getting Broadband service on Pleasant Valley Road as it would enable him to telecommute, and asks the Board where the Fiber Optic Workgroup (FOG) is at these days.  Steve W. responds that the workgroup is still a construct but not currently active.  There are possibilites of communities coming together to form a fiber network, in order to achieve this you need to serve 30,000 residents with a n initial 5-6,000 subscribers, although there is still a question about where you build the lines.  The Board will keep Leon informed of any new information as it comes in. 
· Range Correspondence, LTC Tom Cahalan:  Chris reviews letter the Board received from LTC Cahalan in response to their letter requesting more advanced notice of Range firing.  The letter states that the Range typically gives a written notice 1-2 weeks prior to the firing, but that it may be shorter in some cases because of security reasons.  The letter stats that generally they lock training dates a month in advance and then review on a weekly basis.  They state that they can easily accommodate our request for electronic notification, and that they may do this while continuing their current notice status.  Residents can also contact Cahalan at 899-7002; John Kapusta at 899-7245; or John Swahn at 899-7074 to find out information about a specific date.  Chris also reviews emails that she was copied into from LTC Cahalan and Town Clerk Sherri Morin where LTC Cahalan states that in roughly a month they will begin to email information for posting on the Town web site.  He also states that there will be artillery firing from August 5-7; that the period from 7-12-7-26 is going to be busy; and small arms fire into the evenings form July 13-19.  Chris reviews her email to LTC Cahalan regarding whether he wanted to change the wording or just post it on the Town web site as is.  Also Chris writes that she is receiving complaints from Beartown, Range, and South Hill roads; in particular the concern of a woman on Beartown Road who has an autistic child who cannot tolerate the increased activity and that she needs more advanced notice so that she can schedule respite care.  Chris also states that she would be happy to post up Range information regarding trespassing and safety concerns if he wants to send it to her.  She did not get a reply to this email.  Since Chris is leaving on vacation tomorrow, and the Town has received a notice of sorts about future Range activities, Chris asks the Board what she should do about posting the information.  The Board tells her to post the information.   
· Auditors Memo:  Chris reviews Town Auditor's memo to staff requesting that all bill submitted to the Treasurer have the original detailed invoice.   
· Vermont State Police Contract:  The Vermont State Police contract for FY 08-09 will be for 30.9 hours per month for a total expense of $1,497.41/month.  Chris reports that Lt. Glynn of the VSP does not anticipate that the state police will have any problems meeting the monthly allotment of hours.
· CSWD Annual Budget, Tom Moreau, General Manager, Guest:  The Board meets with Tom and reviews the budget for FY2009.  After discussion and upon a motion by Steve W. the Board unanimously approves the budget.
8:20 PM:
The Board Adjourns 

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date

