UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday, October 2, 2008

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer Vice-Chair; Steve Owen, Selectboard; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Rod Fuller, Town Highway Foreman; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

Note: This Meeting was recorded by MMCTV

6:15 PM:
 Meeting Called to Order
· Orders signed
· Jeanne and John Panner, 55 Maple Leaf Farm Road: Jeanne and John meet with the Board to review two issues:  current maintenance of Maple Leaf Farm Road and the agreed upon plan as part of the Montgomery subdivision to have the developer and the Town share the cost of the stone-line ditching from the entrance of _____ Road a few hundred feet towards Luck’s.  For the maintenance, the Panner’s would like to see the new ditching start up by the Montgomery road entrance.  Rod and Steve O agree that maintenance has to be done; Steve W asks that Rod come up with a plan and a schedule for drainage repairs to Maple Leaf Farm Road.  As far as the stone-lined ditching, Jeanne states that this is a stream not a drainage ditch, and that the actual grade of the stream is less than 5%.  Chris [points out that when showing this project to Linda Boudette of the Better Back Roads program 2 weeks ago, Boudette stated that the drainage swale was just that- a swale, and so this project would not qualify for Better Back Road grant funding as there wasn't a stream involved.  Chris also states that the plan approved by the Selectboard to stone-line the ditch was agreed to after Mike Weisel, town engineer and the plan designer for the Montgomery’s, Gunner McCain, and Rod reached accord in the field.  If the ditch is not stone-lined at the outset and it fails down the road, then the town will be fully responsible for costs, whereas now, the developer has agreed to share those costs. No decision is made as to whether to change the previous agreement.

· Town Hall Rental, Jennifer Silpe, SO031 Guest:  Jennifer meets with the Board to ask for a discount on the rental term of the Town Hall.  Her family is renting the Hall for a small wedding reception, and the voting booths will be in place due to their fragile condition.  After discussion it is agreed that Jennifer will purchase fabric to cover the booths, and the rental fee will be reduced according to how much fabric she has to buy.

· Town Pond Fence Update:  Mark Hale spoke with Chris about the town pond fence. He has said that he will have it constructed no later than October 30, 2008.

· High Risk Rural Roads Report:  Dan will review further and give a report next meeting.

· Compost Bin Cage Permit Fee Waiver:  Kari Papelbon, the Zoning Administrator has asked that the Town fill out a permit for the dog kennel that was put up to house the compost bins.  The Board agrees to waive all fees associated with the permit.  Steve W. wants to make sure that the permit will be good for next year when the cage is put up again for the compost bins.  The cage and the bins will need to be moved to the town shed area soon as the cage is where the snowplow puts the snow from the parking lot.

· Fairpoint Broadband Announcement:  Fairpoint has announced that Underhill is one of the communities that will get 100% broadband coverage by 2010 as part of their VT licensure. Chris has contacted them to ask that they come in for a public meeting with the Board on Thursday, November 13, 2008 at 7:00 PM.

· Town Plan Survey Questions:  Chris distributes the survey questions and methodology for the Town Plan that the Planning Commission has worked on for their review.  The Board asks that they have a few days to review.  Chris asks that they get back to her with any suggestions by Monday (10/6) so that this can either go out or have the PC take a look at their suggestions on Wednesday 10/8.  The Board agrees.   

7:00 PM      
Public Meeting on Proposed Gravel Pit at 109 Pleasant Valley Road:
· Steve W gives a brief overview of the project and the financial statements.  Jeremy Matosky of Trudell Consulting Engineering gives a power point presentation of the proposed project, including phasing plan, road details, view screenings, berming, land reclamation plans, and final layout of land at project end.  Ed Duncan of the Resource Systems Group explains the noise modeling and demonstration, and the plan for coming up with noise mitigation strategies.  The berm that is proposed next to Carolyn Gregson’s land is for noise mitigation and for visual mitigation.  The berm will be 10’ high and 50’ wide at the base.  The material for the berm will come from opening up phase one and putting in the road.  The plantings are not a sound barrier; they will block views of the pit.  Matosky shows view cross sections that show that there are no visual impacts from the proposed pit.  The crusher and screen will be in the bottom of the pit. Below is a summary of comments from the meeting:

· Peter Bennett ED020: There are omissions in the financial spreadsheet including cost for initial road construction; cost of berm construction; reclamation costs; property tax loss.  There isn’t a lot of time to consider this, why the rush to judgment. 

· Tony Julianelle HI070:  How did you arrive at the purchase price—Steve W. responds that the Board started at $750,000 which was immediately rejected by the landowners.  The purchase price was based on projections that show a break even price, compared to what we are currently paying, on the cost of the gravel early on. Steve W. states that he wouldn’t be presenting the proposal if he didn’t think it was a good deal for the Town.  Tony asks if this can be done at Town Meeting—Sherri says at this point the ballots are printed and there isn’t time to get the ballot reprinted. 
· Marcy Gibson NR050:  Has questions about where the gravel pit will be accessed from.  Steve responds from New Road.  Marcy thinks that the address is misleading.  

· Scott Hicks HA008 asks if there is any way that landowners in the area will be compensated if they have a loss in property value because of the gravel pit.  Chris responds that if the voters give authority in November, the Town will hire an expert to study the effect of the pit on property values.  Right now there isn’t evidence either way.

· Stan Hamlet HA019:  Asks how long has the pit been planned?  Steve W. responds that the landowners approached the Town about 9 months ago.  Stan asks Chris whether this was supposed to be discussed at Town meeting, she replies “no”.  

· Roy Dunphy SH022 states that it is important to consider the loss of tax revenue.  He also asks what the DRB is supposed to do.  Chris responds that the DRB is supposed to apply the regulation, weigh the neighbor concerns against the plan, then make a decision, as they would on any application.

· Nancy Hill VT483 asks isn’t it possible that gravel and sand will run out at pits we are currently using/

· Dave Rodgers RV133 asks if the Town doesn’t develop the pit there won’t the landowners offer the land to a commercial developer?
· Mike Morin PH196 asks how far away is the next gravel pit that we would get gravel and sand out of.  Rod responds that doesn’t have an idea, but that we are getting gravel from Tatro in Cambridge, but he is trucking it from up north, and the sand is coming from Jonesville.  
· Gwen Gustavsen PH099 asks if the Board solicited information about the value pit, she thinks we should have gotten a commercial appraisal on the property.  Steve W. states that the value of the property is as a gravel and sand pit, which is different from selling building lots.  

· Peter Seybolt PV095 asks whether the Town has done its due diligence and investigated other options in town for gravel.  He also expresses concern about the effect of the pit on his property value.  

· Seth Friedman PV144 states that the price is way off and need to look at it again.
9:10PM:
The Board adjourns

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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