UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Thursday August 6, 2009 at 6:00 PM

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Steve Owen; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

6:00 PM:
 Meeting Called to Order
· Laura Dipietro: Cloverdale Road Association Request:  Laura meets with the Board to discuss the Town administering a FEMA grant for the Cloverdale Road Association for the replacement of a culvert on Cloverdale Road, a private road.  Chris expresses concern that the grant is for work on a private road; that the Association does not have complete information about the obligations under the grant; that there are potential costs associated with the grants management; that there is not a signed and recorded road maintenance agreement among the users that creates a legal obligation for the area homeowners to pay the cost of the repair, etc.  The Board agrees that the culvert replacement is a good project, but needs to consider the proposal more.  
· Minutes from 7-23-09 Reviewed 
· Orders are Signed
· EOP Adoption:  Chris tells the Board that the Emergency Operations Plan is ready for final review and adoption.  The Board agrees to a meeting a morning in September to sit down and review just the Plan as it is very lengthy and will require some time.  The EOP will be distributed on Thursday, August 20, 2009.

· Harvest Market:  The Board reviews and approves the  accommodations for sign placement and parking restrictions requested by Peter Mitchell of the Harvest Market Steering Committee.  

· Town Plan Update:  The Planning Commission is rounding the bend on the final draft of the Town Plan.  Chris will mail the next draft to the Selectboard next week so they can begin review.  There will probably be one more draft after that that the PC will take a look at, with minor amendments that should be the final hearing draft for the Planning Commission level hearings.

· Take Charge/Recharge:  Chris tells the Board that the application that she and Seth Jensen, Jericho Planner made to UVM Center for Rural Studies made on behalf of the Jericho and Underhill Planning Commissions for facilitation of a joint community planning effort for the Underhill Flats area has been has been accepted and the services awarded.  This is for $10,000 worth of planning assistance.  Chris and Seth will be working with Bill McMasters of UVM to move forward on this project.

· VT Council on Rural Development:  Chris reviews the Community Visit Program with the Board.  The Planning Commission has reviewed this potential source of planning assistance for village center planning in the Underhill Center area and recommended to the Board that the Town go forward with an application to the program.  The Board approves moving forward on this project.

· DFIRM map updates:  Chris updates the Board on the concerns about the DFIRM maps.  She, Brad Holden, and Kari Papelbon, ZA are going out to site check the maps Friday.  There are some major concerns with the locations of some of the floodplains; if the Town files a protest as a municipality it could save individual community members from having to go to the considerable expense of applying for a "Letter of Map Amendment" or having to purchase flood insurance unnecessarily.  Chris will keep the Board informed and copy them into the letter that will be sent to FEMA and state staff.

· Tennis Court Update:  The tennis courts are being resurfaced, they should be ready for use soon.

· Workers Compensation Update:  The Secretary of State's Opinions dated July/August 2009 that just came out had a piece in it that stated that elected officials were not generally covered by workers comp or unemployment benefits.  Sherri brought this to Chris's attention.  After checking with VLCT, Chris clarified that the full-time elected officials and Pam, Chief Lister are covered, but that the Selectboard and auditors, probably would not be covered.
· Planning Commission Resignation:  Chris distributes Betty Moore's resignation form the Planning Commission which the Board accepts.  We shall advertise the vacancy on the Commission.

· Two Abreast Permit: Chris reviews the 2-Abreast permit rules with the Board.  While on the public safety website, she came across this requirement.  If an organization wishes to have a bike ride that will have people riding more than two abreast in the road, they have to get a permit from the VT Department of Public Safety.  Chris notified Alec Grab and Sue Grab of this requirement for Alec's Fun Ride, and they were issued a permit.  This serves as a heads-up to the Board in the future about this requirement should a request come in.  

· Auditors Memo:  Chris distributes a memo from the auditors asking for clarification about the surplus at year end.  The Board will return an answer to the Auditors.

· Town Fair Information:  Chris distributes information about th annual Town Fair.

· Schedule:  the Board will meet next on August 20, 2009 at 6:00 PM and again on Thursday, September 3 and 24.  

·  Meeting with Comcast Representative: Lisa Birmingham, the Director of Government affairs for Comcast meets with the Board and several community members to answer questions about Comcast service delivery plans for Underhill.  Comcast is extending service to parts of the Underhill Center side of town but not along Pleasant Valley Road and environs.  Lisa explains that the areas that are getting service are getting it because they qualify as "penalty miles" e.g. the density of those areas is low enough that by wiring them they can extinguish some of their obligation that they assumed when they took over Adelphia to wire low-density areas that normally would not get service extended to them for free.  Pleasant Valley Road environs either has density too high to qualify as penalty miles but not high enough to qualify under Comcast's normal build-out program; or the houses are far enough off the road that they did not count on the Comcast service survey; or there could also be a problem with connectivity: CVPS serves about half of Pleasant Valley Road while the Co-op serves the other half, so there is not one set of lines.   



Comcast does have a program called "Customer Aid to 



Construction" (CAIC) that will share costs of service extension to a 


certain area.  The more people who sign up in an area, the lower the 


connection cost.  After a discussion with the community members 


present, it is decided that the Town as a service to the Underhill 


Center resident s who do not have high speed internet access will 


send out a letter to everyone and provide a form that can be sent 


back in to Comcast to let them know about CAIC program.  The 


form will be sent back to the Town and we will bundle them and 


send them off to Comcast.  The hope is that enough people will sign 


up for service so that the Pleasant Valley Road area residents will 


have service extended to them at either no-or- low cost.  Chris will 


draft up the letter and mail it out and contact community members 


who attended the hearing to encourage them to talk to their 



neighbors.
8:15 P.M. 
Executive Session:  On a motion the Board moves into executive 
session

9:00 PM:
The Board exits executive session.  Chris will contact Vince Paradis to 

discuss the details of what information we should be requiring from the 
Cloverdale Road Association to further the Board deliberations about the 
FEMA grant and forward that to the Association. 
9:15 PM;
The Board Adjourns.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair
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