Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
October 12, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

1. Minutes of September 14, 2009.  Karen made a motion to accept the minutes, Barbara G. seconded, and the Commission approved unanimously.
2. Harvest Market.  All thanked Barbara G. for taking the lead in creating a presence at the Harvest Market this year.  Barbara expressed her appreciation to the Jericho Conservation Commission (JCC) and Jericho Underhill Land Trust, noting that it was a good partnership and doing the display together offered lots of opportunities for interaction and conversation. Trevor said about $100 was made on the tree sale and he will follow up with JCC and JULT on splitting the profit.  All agreed the partnership and plant sale should be repeated again if possible.  Ideas for improvements for next year were discussed including:
· Advertising the plant sale in advance
· Offering other plants such as blueberries
· Placing display tables inside the tent to offer more circulation
· Providing better signage
· Having something fun and attractive to draw people in to look at. 
· Mounting maps of the town(s) and posters
· Offering items for sale or hand-outs like animal tracking guides
3. Stevensville Brook Culvert Replacement Project – Trevor reported on the site visit and presentation held by people from the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the VT and US Fish and Wildlife Departments. Chris Smith of the USFW took the lead in the project. They presented their project that involved replacing a problem culvert on Stevensville Road with a bridge.  The previous culvert had blown-out three times in past storms and disrupted wildlife habitat, a typical situation on many roads in Underhill. The new bridge is expected to provide significant ecological benefits including restoration of ½ mile of brook trout habitat. The Browns River Corridor Management Plan calls for similar culverts to be replaced, aiming to restore 10 miles of brook trout habitat.  Because so few people attended the meeting, members discussed ways to get the word out on the value of culvert replacement, and will try to put an article in the Mountain Gazette at some point.
4. Regional Connectivity and Large Habitat Blocks – Identification and Mapping Project.  Trevor reported on a meeting held with the consultant who is identifying potential connectivity corridors between the habitat blocks using remote sensing in the three towns involved in the project - Underhill, Jericho and Richmond. Each town will be organizing about 15 volunteers to provide ground verification of wildlife corridor locations. The following decisions had been made on the volunteer project:
· Each town will have 3 teams of 3 people and at least one will need to have Keeping Track certification.
· Focus of tracking will mainly be on mammals.
· Tracking will take place mostly along roads (no transects).
· Each group will be expected to go out as a team at least five times this winter and will have 2-3 routes to cover.
· A Keeping Track refresher course will be offered on Jan. 23, 2010 from 8 am – 4 pm at Wolf Run in Jericho.
All members agreed to participate.  Trevor will try to find one more Keeping Track-trained person to participate since he and Barbara Y. are the only members with certification. Karen will check with the Trails Committee to see if any wish to participate.
5. Crane Brook.  Karen reported that the trails committee is putting up five signs on the Crane Brook Trail. Others reported that the ballot approving the trail ordinance was found, dated May 7, 2002. The language on the ballot doesn’t make it clear what the status of the road would be after the vote.  Members agreed that evidence is needed that the Class 4 road was down-graded to a Trail following the necessary statutory process. Trevor will research the issue further.
6. Town Plan.  Trevor noted that the first public hearing on the draft Town Plan is scheduled for Oct. 20 and 21. .
7. Middle School Conservation Project. Barbara G. reported that she spoke with a 7th grade teacher at Browns River Middle School (BRMS) who is very excited about working with the Conservation Commission (UCC) and using the Crane Brook area for classes.  The goal is to involve an interdisciplinary unit of 75 students with 3 teachers. 23 students would actually go out and do data collection, bring back to school for evaluation and present what they’ve learned.  The unit will consider the human impact on land over time. The teacher wants UCC to provide an outline of the project, participate in outings with the students and arrange for involvement by naturalists and other experts. Barbara will meet with the three teachers in the next week and follow that up with meeting the principal. Members discussed ideas for content of the student work including:
· Stevensville culvert and the fish habitat restoration

· Natural and cultural history of the New Road and the valley it runs through

· Habitat block connectivity

· Provide students with town’s natural resource maps and access to Vermont Center for Geographic Information data.
8. PLACE Program. The JULT supported Jericho in conducting a PLACE program a few years ago so is now offering to provide support to Underhill for the same.  The PLACE (Place-based Landscape Analysis and Community Education) Program, based at UVM, provides local residents with a forum for exploring and understanding the natural and cultural history of their town landscape. Members agreed to review the website where the program is described and discuss it further at the next meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission
Adjournment: 8:35 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, November 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
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