Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
September 14, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present: David Demarest
1. Minutes of July 9, 2009.  Barbara G. made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected, Karen seconded, and the Commission approved unanimously.
2. Regional Connectivity and Large Habitat Blocks – Identification and Mapping Project.  Trevor presented copies of a draft “Regional Connectivity and Priority Large Habitat Blocks” maps for Underhill, Jericho and Richmond – the towns currently involved in a joint project with Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department.  The map shows that Underhill has significantly large areas of habitat, especially when compared with the other two towns.  

Connectivity between the blocks is a key issue for Underhill. The consultant is preparing a map using remote sensing (analysis of aerial photos and other data) to identify wildlife travel corridors but will be relying on tracking teams in each town to verify those results on the ground.  Trevor will lead a team of 5-6 trackers in Underhill breaking into 2-3 teams of 2.  

Only those who have taken the Keeping Track course are expected to participate. Karen, Barbara Y., and Steve Webster would qualify. Trevor agreed to check with the organizers to find out what the minimum requirements for participation are, in case others wish to volunteer. A Keeping Track refresher course will be offered on Jan. 23, 2010 from 8 am – 4 pm at Wolf Run in Jericho. 
3. Harvest Market. Barbara G. updated members on preparations for the booth at the Harvest Market.  A decision was made to order 250 Balsam Fir trees from Western Maine Nursery (stock was not available for any trees from local nursery). They will be sold for $3.00 each or $2.50 each for 10.  The Jericho Conservation Commission will provide the tent and the booth will also be shared with Jericho/Underhill Land Trust.  Logistical details were worked out and assignments made.
4. Crane Brook.  Trevor reported no new information on efforts to establish the legal status of the New Road.  Barbara Y. spoke with some people who remembered that there was a vote that was overwhelmingly in favor of making the New Road a trail but was not able to do any further research at the town offices.  She will continue to ask people who were involved in the issue at the time and Trevor will work towards getting a legal opinion on the issue.  
5. Middle School Contacts. Barbara G. reported that she and Mary had met with the principal of the Browns River Middle School (BRMS) about the possibility of having students involved in using the Crane Brook Conservation area in their studies.  The principal was very enthused about it and will discuss with the 7th grade teachers to see if they would like to work with the Conservation Commission on this.  She will contact Barbara in the next couple weeks with the teachers’ responses.  
6. Town Plan.  Trevor confirmed that all members had received copies of the draft town plan in advance of the first public hearing scheduled for Oct. 20 and 21. The goal is to adopt the new Plan by the end of the year.
7. Stevensville Brook Culvert Replacement Project.  Trevor displayed the flyer he’d developed for the workshop on the culvert replacement taking place on October 1 at 5:30 p.m. Members discussed publicity including postings in the Mountain Gazette and the Front Porch Forums. It was noted that the workshop would be of special interest to anyone who has a driveway with a stream crossing.
8. Trails Handbook.  Karen distributed the draft Trails Handbook via email before the meeting and requested that any comments be provided before Thurs, that week.  She noted that the handbook includes a checklist of items to discuss with landowners over which trails may pass.  Copies of the Handbook will be made available at the Harvest Market.
9. Mary made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Barbara Y and all approved.
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission
Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, October 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
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