Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
April 12, 2010, 7:00 P.M

Members present: Trevor Squirrell, Barbara Green, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick and Faith Ingulsrud.

1. Minutes of March 8, 2010.  Barbara G. made a motion to accept the minutes, Karen seconded and all voted in favor.  
2. Browns River Middle School (BRMS) Collaboration/Crane Brook Project – Barbara G. reported that 75 students from Maria Germano’s 7th grade class went to Crane Brook on April 9. They are studying the human impact on the environment and their studies will culminate in each student writing a persuasive essay.  Barbara asked members to suggest projects students could work on and the following were offered – wildlife tracking, research on control of invasive plants and communications projects like signs and videos.  
3. Crane Brook – Trevor provided an update on the status of the New Road and announced the Selectboard’s public hearing on reclassifying the road to a trail taking place on April 24 at 1:00.  It will be preceded by a site visit at 10 a.m. 
4. Trees for Streams – Trevor said he met with Betty Moore and she had no problem with the plantings proposed by the Conservation District at Moore Park.  Because of staffing issues at the Winooski Conservation District, the project is now being organized by Kim at the Lamoille Conservation District.  She will be doing a presentation on riparian vegetation at the Center School and working with them to do the planting sometime during the second week of May. Adult volunteers may be needed to dig some of the holes for the larger trees.
5. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Trevor will be meeting with the project consultants and leaders from other towns in the next couple weeks to decide any next steps and to see if the project can be revived next winter. Data gathering for the project was hampered due to the poor weather conditions for tracking this winter.  Others suggested that if the project can be continued next winter, Sue Morse be hired to provide a refresher presentation in Underhill to help current members and to attract new participants.  Also it was suggested that a refresher course on data collection will be needed.
6. Plant Sale – Barbara G. said she looked into ordering blueberry plants as an additional sale item and provided information about a number of local sources.  She agreed to do more research based on the discussion.  Faith will provide information on prices and publicity for discussion at the next UCC meeting in May.
7. Green Up Day – Barbara Y. provided an update on steps taken to date on Green Up Day on May 1.  She will pick up and distribute posters, provide bags at the Deborah Rawson library and town hall and staff the drop off at the Underhill town garage.
8. Vernal Pool Mapping – Trevor said he would forward emails on a project to map vernal pools in this area.  A training for the vernal pool mapping will take place on April 20 from 5-8 p.m. at the Audubon Center in Huntington.  There will also be a meeting in Shelburne on April 14.
9. UCC Organizational Structure  – Trevor reported that the previously discussed plan of reducing commission membership from 9 to 7 members will be tough to implement since it would require a townwide vote to change. While we should continue to try to recruit technical advisors as discussed at previous meetings, he said we will also need to recruit additional commission members.  All agreed that we should use the plant sale as an opportunity to recruit new members.
10. Possible Intern – Trevor explained the possible availability of a local GMC college student who was interested in serving as a summer intern for the town with a focus on conservation issues.  After discussion, there was general agreement that if the student could have supervision from town staff, it may be helpful to have intern work on conducting natural resources inventories.  Trevor will discuss further with the student and town staff.  
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.  Next meeting: Monday, May 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
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