Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
May 10, 2010, 7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Green, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick and Faith Ingulsrud.

Others: Maria Germano

1. Minutes of April 12, 2010.  No quorum was present so minutes of the last meeting could not be accepted.  
2. Browns River Middle School (BRMS) Collaboration/Crane Brook Project –Maria Germano, a teacher at the BRMS who has been using the Crane Brook Conservation Area for teaching ecology for the 7th grade Team X-Stream, explained the students’ work.  The 3 year project is call “Better Today/Better Tomorrow” and involves students in three groups that include a media consultant, a town planner and a technical planner and their work will culminate in writing a persuasive essay about a topic related to the Crane Brook area.  They will also be doing a number of hands-on projects onsite, including digging up knotweed and marking trails this spring.  Site work is likely to take place on May 14 and 21.  It was suggested that she seek input from the trails committee on installing trail markers.
3. Crane Brook – Members discussed the site visit and public hearing for reclassifying the New Road on April 24. The Selectboard indicated that it will be making a decision soon.   
4. Trees for Streams – Karen reported that Trevor will be coordinating with the town road crew to pull the parking lot gravel that has been pushed towards the stream back so that the planting will be easier to do in that area.  Evidentially, everything else is ready for the planting to take place this week at Moore Park.  
5. Habitat Block Regional Connectivity Project – Karen reported that the habitat mapping data gathering project will continue next winter.  Members suggested the following actions to improve the project:
· Recruit more people, especially try to find some more team leaders with Keeping Track training.
· Clarify data collection methods
· Provide training on both tracking and data collection/reporting
· Assemble questions people had for posing to experts.
6. Plant Sale – Barbara G. said she ordered 40 blueberry plants (20 each of 2 varieties) from Michigan.  The 2 year old plants are $2.80 each in 4” peat pots.  All agreed we should sell for $5/each.  
Faith brought the price list for the plant sale and all agreed to slightly raise the plant sale prices.  She also had a list of tasks and requested volunteers for various tasks.
7. Green Up Day – Barbara Y. reported on this year’s Green Up Day and noted that enough bags came in to fill up a dump truck plus lots of tires.  She offered to coordinate the day next year as well.  The following suggestions were discussed for next year:
· Consider having people leave bags at roadsides and arranging for volunteers in trucks to pick up the bags
· Allow/encourage separation of returnables and recyclables.
· Consider doing some kind of event the night before like a conservation movie or like Jericho’s breakfast to hand out bags and encourage participation.
· Consider having sign-ups for roads on a website on-line.
8. Vernal Pool Mapping – Karen reported on a training she went to on the vernal pool mapping in April.  She encouraged anyone who is interested in participating in the citizen mapping project to contact her.  She will distribute a website link about the project.
Respectfully submitted, Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission

Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.  Next meeting: Monday, June 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

5/19/10 DRAFT
