Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC)
Underhill Town Hall
November 9, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Barbara Yerrick, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present:  David Demarest

1. Minutes of October 12, 2009.  Karen made a motion to accept the minutes, Barbara G. seconded, and the Commission approved unanimously.
2. Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions (AVCC Annual Meeting.  Trevor noted that the annual meeting is scheduled for December 5.  Mary and Barbara Y. expressed interest in attending.
3. Regional Connectivity and Large Habitat Blocks – Identification and Mapping Project.  Trevor reported that one more person who has completed the Keeping Track course is needed to lead one of the teams in Underhill. He and others agreed to do what they can to find another qualified person to participate in the wildlife corridor identification project this winter.
4. Browns River Watershed Fish Passage Project Proposal – Trevor reported that Abby Willard from the Natural Resources Conservation District has requested support from the UCC for the fish passage project.  The project is recommended in the Browns River Management Plan. Four culverts need to be replaced to eliminate the drops that prevent fish from going upstream.  This work is expected to restore 10 miles of prime trout habitat and will be funded by the US Fish and Wildlife Dept.  She would like UCC assistance with publicizing the program and ensuring the culverts are installed properly.  All agreed that UCC should provide support for this project.
5. Middle School Conservation Collaboration - Barbara G. gave an update on her communications with the team of three teachers at the middle school and provided a handout of the 7th Grade Ecology curriculum.  They are meeting together soon to arrive at a plan for using the Crane Brook Conservation area for a spring study unit. A core group of 25 students will do on-site studies at the site. Trevor expressed his support for working on conservation projects with the schools and other members agreed.  
6. Crane Brook.  Trevor noted that no further research has been conducted on the status of the public road/trail.  Karen indicated that the Trails Committee has put in a budget for signs that would inform users of the need to respect private property.  David Demerest explained his concerns with people wandering onto his property. 
Members decided that the key issue that needs to be resolved is whether the town took the required steps to downgrade the road from Class 4 to a Trail.  Before the next meeting, Karen offered to try and review the Selectboard Minutes between 2001 and 2002 to see if any such action had taken place.  Trevor and Faith with try to review the statute to identify the necessary steps for downgrading public roads and the exact obligations towns have for maintenance.
7. PLACE Program. Trevor said he would be meeting with Walter Pullman of UVM to discuss whether the PLACE landscape analysis program should take place in Underhill this year.  He will report on the results in December.  . 
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission
Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, December 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
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