TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 29, 2010
Present:  Steve Walkerman – Chair, Dan Steinbauer – Vice Chair, Steve Owen – Selectboard, Kari Papelbon - Zoning and Planning Administrator, Faith I. Brown – Interim Administrator

6:00 PM
Kari Papelbon – Zoning and Planning Administrator
· David Ely Access Permit: Kari presents the Selectboard with a copy of David Ely's Access Permit that reflects 15 inch culverts as approved at the last meeting.  The Selectboard signs the permit.
· Danis Subdivision:  Kari reports that the Danis Subdivision had its final hearing with the DRB.  The DRB has approved the subdivision and asks that the Selectboard approve the following:
· the private road
· the driveway access plans
· the underground utilities
· a waiver of the bonding requirement 
The Selectboard approves the above list.  Kari will bring the written documentation to the next meeting.
· Collection Costs:  Vince Paradis, Esq. recommends that we don't spend time and money on collections for past due fees.  Instead he suggests that Kari collects fees at the time of application and that if anything is outstanding, she withhold the permit, certificate of compliance or the certificate of occupancy.
· Draft Town Plan from the Planning Commission:  Kari presents the board with a copy of the draft Town Plan from the Planning Commission (PC) with copies of the report from the PC and the Public Notice for the Selectboard Hearings May 26, and May 27, 2010.  The only change to the Town Plan is an addition of sections 3.1 Education and 3.11 Child Care.  These sections were left out of the Town Plan when it was revised in 2009.  These sections are required by the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (RPC) in order to approve our plan.  RPC approval is necessary to be eligible for many grants.
· Update on April 8 memo: Kari gave an update to her April 8 memo to the board.  Updates include that :
· The zoning violation on Deanne Road has been resolved;
· Kari cannot find any record of how the concerns about junk vehicles on the Emmons property on Poker Hill Road have been dealt with in the past.  Steve Walkerman mentions that a bill was proposed in the legislature this year that might impact how the town deals with this issue.  The Selectboard asks Kari to contact K. Horn at VLCT to check on the passage of the bill;

· Kari attended the meeting in Westford to review the findings of the geomorphic assessment of Underhill.  While the recommendations are still preliminary and mainly relate to private landowners, Kari notes that the study found that the Hummel Bridge next to Range Road is not wide enough for the river and is recommended to be replaced.

· Crane Brook – Letters and Public Hearing:  Dan Steinbauer asks to discuss Crane Brook while Kari is still at the meeting. Dan asks Kari if there are regulations that the Selectboard must consider regarding the beaver habitat along New Road/Fuller Road.  Kari says there are regulations and the best thing for the town to do would be to contact Julie Foley, State of Vermont Wetlands Specialist or Jens Hilke, State Conservation Biologist.   They have visited the Crane Brook Conservation Area with the Underhill Conservation Commission.  Dan mentions that he has received materials from Trevor Squirrell, Chair of the Conservation Commission, about Julie and Jens findings.  Dan will bring the materials to town hall tomorrow so Faith can distribute them to the board.  Dan asks Kari what the buffer zone around wetlands and streams should be.  Kari states that their must be a 50 foot buffer around wetlands and a 100 ft buffer along streams.  Dan also asks if a private land owner logs in or near a wetland or stream, do they have to follow the regulations regarding buffers and erosion.  Kari confirmed that private landowners must comply with wetland regulations.
Faith hands out copies of all written feedback the town has received on the Crane Brook Trail reclassification. Thus far there have been 9 letters – 5 that support some form of reclassification and 4 that oppose any reclassification.  She also notes that the town has received a copy of the video tape of the hearing which Steve Walkerman will take to review.  The board discusses the issues related to Crane Brook and decides to hold open the public comment period until Saturday, May 1, and to authorize a survey of the proposed trail by Brad Holden, licensed survey.  Faith will contact Brad.
6:45
Meeting Continues:

· Approve and Sign Minutes – April 15 and April 22, 2010: Minutes are read, edited, approved and signed
· Sign Warrants and Orders:  Warrants and orders are reviewed and signed.
· Financial Policies: Faith shares with the board copies of financial policies that Joan Lehouiller and the town auditors are submitting to them for approval.  The board agrees to read them and review at their next meeting.
· Re-Appointment of Town Forest Fire Warden:  The Selectboard approves David Sullivan as the Fire Warden for the next five years.  They sign the document from the state and ask Faith to get David's signature and send it in to the state.
· Chittenden County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) – Transportation Advisory Committee members:  Faith reviews the note from CCMPO about needing new Underhill representatives to their Transportation Advisory Committee.  Dan suggests that this committee has access to information that might be helpful to the people working on the Jericho/Underhill two town planning work with Kari. The Selectboard agrees to ask Kari to identify two people that would be interested in representing the town on the committee and bring their names to the next meeting.
7:05
The Selectboard moves to go in to Executive Session to review the confidential applications for the Finance Officer position.
7:35 


The Selectboard moves out of Executive Session and Adjourns.
Respectfully submitted,
Faith I. Brown, Interim Town Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date
