Underhill Conservation Commission
Underhill Town Hall
April 27, 2009

7:00 P.M

Members present: Barbara Greene, Mary Pacifici, Trevor Squirrell, Karen McKnight, Faith Ingulsrud.

Others present: Jens Hilke, Chris Murphy, Betty Moore, Barbara Yerrick, Irene Linde/
1. Discussion on draft Natural Resources Section for Town Plan Update
Jens Hilke from the State Fish and Wildlife Department provided his comments on the draft Town Plan (TP) section on Natural Resources (NR).  The following points were discussed.
a. In order to be applied effectively, the TP needs to have clear, consistent and concise language specifying what you intend to protect and how and always being aware of the tension between development and conservation.
b. Proposed draft presents a wide range of NR topics but needs better connections between those topics which are necessarily interrelated.

c. While many implementation tasks are described in the draft, decide what are most important and make those your priorities. Overlay all the NR maps and see where resources overlap and use this to help identify areas that have critical resources.

d. A “Significant Wildlife Habitat” map and analysis can be used as a vehicle to bring together many of the known NRs and gain an understanding of critical resources that need to be protected.

e. When collecting, mapping and applying data, knowing scale of the data is important.  The coarse-level data available from the state and regional sources can be further refined through town-scale studies that Conservation Commissions can hire experts to conduct.
f. A very good goal is to obtain a town wide Natural Communities Map for a finer-level view of the town’s NR that also fosters an understanding of the interconnectedness of the natural features of the town. 
g. A simple first step to protecting natural resources without any special studies is to map the biggest blocks of forest and the connections between them.  This has multiple benefits from protecting wildlife habitat to preventing fluvial erosion hazards. A new, course-filter, Habitat Block Inventory map will be available soon and can be used to get an overview of the existing blocks of un-fragmented forest land.   
h. Connections between blocks of habitat are critical, especially as the climate changes because it allows plant and animal species to migrate to places they might be able to survive. 
i. Forest land parcelization for residential subdivision is one of the most serious threats to wildlife habitat. Consider TP goals that focus on landowner outreach and finding incentives to keep large blocks of forest land intact. 

j. Recognize the connectivity with the NRs outside the town boundaries.

k. Start first by recognizing what you want from conservation – natural areas, working landscape, recreation, etc.  What do people in the town value and what level of conservation will they support?

l. Determine whether the Hills and Ridgelines section should be included in the NR section of the TP given that the NR value of those areas is limited.

m. The Heritage Database with information about the rare, threatened and endangered plant and animal species provides very finely filtered information about specific species.  At a minimum, the TP should provide strong language protecting these known species. (A hard copy of the data was given to Chris for the town files.  The map showing the points where these species were found is available online.)
Trevor thanked Jens for his time and assistance and asked all members to review the draft for discussion at the next Conservation Commission meeting.
Respectfully submitted, 

Faith Ingulsrud, Secretary, Conservation Commission
Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting: Monday, May 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
