UNDERHILL SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Tuesday, November 25, 2008

Present:  Steve Walkerman, Chair; Dan Steinbauer Vice-Chair; Sherri Morin, Town Clerk; Chris Murphy, Town Administrator.  

Note:  This meeting was filmed by MMCTV

6:00 PM
Meeting Called to Order

· Lions Club, Loreen Teer, Cindy Berg, David Crane Guests:  The Lions Club representatives meet with the Board to ask if their Club medallion could be placed on the new "Welcome to Underhill" signs.  Dan Steinbauer requests that the Traffic Committee be allowed to weigh in on this request as it was their work that got the signs finished and in place.  The Board agrees, and they will get back to the Lions Club after they hear from the Traffic Committee.     

· Minutes from 11-13-08 Reviewed and Accepted
· Orders Signed

· Health Insurance Discussion:  Chris informs the Board that the CIGNA health insurance rates are increasing a lot this year, mainly because of the cost shifting onto private insurers when the government does not shoulder the Medicaid burden.  As a result, cost for a single person plan are increasing 15%; for a 2-person plan 14% and for a family plan 20%.  Chris held a meeting with the employees and discussed decreasing the benefit by having higher co-pays, and also increasing the employee contribution.  Currently the employees contribute 6%.  The Board decides to accept the employee offer of a lessening of the benefit and increasing their contribution.  The plan proposed by the employees, VLCT HP 20/30 B is adopted by the Board.  The Board will determine in the near future what the employee contribution will be as they get into the budget more.  
· John Doherty, Stevensville Road:  John has some questions about the Better Back Roads grant that the Town has been awarded.  Chris explains that it is to correct some drainage problems by his house on Stevensville Road.

7:25 PM:
Gravel Pit Discussion, Vince Paradis, Town Attorney, Guest:  On a motion, the Board enters into executive session to discuss the gravel pit option agreement.

7:41 PM:
Board exits executive session.  On advice of counsel, the board will continue to pursue the terms of the option agreement.  They will have discussions with townspeople on the wording of the vote and on the vote timing, to see if these issues led to confusion in regard to the gravel pit question.  There will be a discussion of the gravel pit again at Town Meeting.  

· John Doherty, Stevensville Road:  John states that he is very much in favor of the proposed gravel pit project and is glad that he Board is not giving up on the proposal.  Steve Walkerman replies that hopefully, once community members get past the emotional response, they will be able to appreciate the benefit to the Town.  Vince Paradis points out that there will be another winter of costs to compare and plug into the model.
· Charlie Van Winkle, Corbett Road, Guest:  Charlie is a member of the DRB and comes in to talk about the SB not taking the DRB's recommendation on a recent subdivision.  Chris tells Charlie that when the developers came to the Board for their road and drive approvals, they complained that the DRB required a design for which no testimony had been taken.  The Board hired Mike Weisel, Town Engineer to inspect the project.  There was a meeting in the field between Weisel, the developer's engineer, Rod Fuller, highway foreman, Chris Murphy, Kari Papelbon, ZA and the neighbors.  In the field a design was agreed upon and that was what the Board approved.  Charlie said that the DRB was not fully informed of what happened.

· Essex Rescue, Craig Butkus, ED and Greg Wolf, Board Chair, Guests:  Essex Rescue representatives meet with the Board to discuss improvements and a new advisory board made up of members from each community served to aid the ER Board.  Sherri Morin agrees and is appointed to be the Underhill representative on the advisory board.  There is also a discussion about service improvements planned for in the future, such as within one year having an ambulance operating 24/7 from the Underhill fire station.  Essex Rescue asks that all community members check to make sure that their 911 locator number is clearly posted by their driveway.    

· Lou Lertola Letter:  Lou had come to the Board in September to discuss the possibility of the Board adding to the Town Meeting ballot a question to raise the local property tax exemption to 40% for veterans who are 50% and over disabled.  The Board agrees unanimously to put this question on the ballot and will support the question.

· Sherri Morin, Town Clerk:  Sherri brings to the Board the request from the Unitarians to waive the fee for renting the Town Hall for their Christmas Eve service.  The Board agrees.  The Board requests more information before waiving fees for the Tammy Fletcher performance in the spring.  Karen Williams has also asked to waive fees for a benefit to raise money for bike helmets for kids.  The Board agrees.  
9:00 PM:
The Board Adjourns
Respectfully submitted,

Chris Murphy, Town Administrator
Read and Approved as submitted/amended

_______________________________________

Steve Walkerman, Chair

Date

