TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, August 5, 2010
Present:  Steve Walkerman – Chair, Dan Steinbauer – Vice Chair, Steve Owen – Selectboard, Faith I. Brown – Interim Administrator, David Demarest – Resident.

5:00 PM
Site visit to Pleasant Valley Road with Rod Fuller, Road Foreman

The Selectboard is joined by John Barbour and David Demarest at the Pleasant Valley Road Construction site.  Status of the project, timelines and communications with the town are discussed.

6:00 PM
Meeting Opens:
The Selectboard unanimously agrees to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel related topics with RaMona Sheppard, Finance Officer.
6:24 PM
The Board moves out of Executive Session

· The board reaffirmed that there are three separate insurance benefits available to employees.   The employee may choose to waive coverage of any one individual plan without affecting the other plans.   As a result, Sherri will be reinstated on the dental plan.   Mona is eligible to apply for dental and vision.

 

· The board reaffirmed that any payments to employees in lieu of waived insurance coverage is considered salary for all purposes. Per Vermont statute this includes VMERS pension plan contributions.  As a result, Sherri will pay the town retroactive amounts that should have been deducted from her paycheck and the town will retroactively contribute to VMERS for its portion of the shortfall.  Rod will sign a letter stating that he doesn’t want the retroactive contribution.   

 

· The board added further explanation to the retiree insurance coverage for Joan.   She will not be responsible for payment of $324 health and vision premiums for April, May and June 2010.   In addition, she will not need to submit invoices for the last two and a half years for the reimbursement of Medicare supplemental premiums for herself and her spouse.   However, from June 1, 2010 forward, she will need to submit a bill from her provider and the town will issue the check payable to the provider and mail it to Joan for payment of premiums.   

 
· Per Federal Labor Law, Spouses of military personnel are allowed to take leave without pay.   Sherri has been approved to take time off and will use her vacation and/or personal time for pay.

6:25 PM
Charlie Van Winkle – town resident – joins the meeting and asks to speak about the Pleasant Valley Road Construction Project.  Charlie is concerned about the length of time the road has been and will be closed.  He says that it is negatively affecting businesses in the center.  He believes communication with townspeople has been poor during the planning of the project, and he is concerned that the road crew needs help to complete the construction expeditiously.  The Selectboard thanks Charlie for his input.

6:40 PM
Carole Doherty – Stevensville Road Culvert Replacement October 2009:  Carol joins the meeting and shares her and John's concern about the eroding embankment in front of their house on Stevensville Road.  After the October 2009 road work done by the town's road crew, the bank in front of their house was reduced to a very steep slope and attempts to grow grass have not been successful.  She asks for a copy of the engineering plans for the work and information about any outside funding the town received for the work.  The Selectboard thanks Carole for coming in and schedules a site visit to the Doherty's property next Monday at 5:00.  Faith agrees to do the research on the engineering plans and financing.  
6:50

Meeting Continues:
· Fill at 241 Pleasant Valley Road: Faith hands out a copy of a letter to Anne Gibbons 241 Pleasant Valley Road from Kari Papelbon, Planning and Zoning Administrator notifying her that a Conditional Use Permit should have been received before putting the large amount of fill on her land.  Kari asks for additional information by August 10, 2010.
· VLCT Annual Business Meeting – Voting Delegate: The board declines to take action on this item.
· Carry over of vacation and personal leave: The board approves the carryover of 16.5 hours of vacation and 36 hours of personal leave for Kari Papelbon, Planning and Zoning Administrator
· Painting – The Rescue of Captain Phillips: Faith reports that the Phillips family is honored by the painting but has offered it to the town to keep.  The Selectboard asks Faith to have it framed and to recommend a place to hang it.
· Harvest Market – 2010: Harvest Market will be Saturday and Sunday, September 25 and 26, 2010.  The Selectboard gives the Harvest Market Steering Committee permission to:
· Place signs along the roads leading to Riverside Flats Common;
· Use the Common;
· Close the road on the northerly side of the Common;
· Restrict parting on the southerly side of Part Street from Route 15 to the telephone office and in the vicinity of the shuttle bus stop.
· Minutes from 07.08.10 and 07.22.10: The minutes are reviewed and signed.
· Warrants and Orders: The warrants and orders are reviewed and signed.
· New Business – Conservation Commission Members – The Selectboard rescinds the appointment of Elizabeth Winterbauer to the Underhill Conservation Commission (UCC) due to the requirement that all Conservation Commission members must be residents of the town.  The Selectboard hopes that Elizabeth will choose to work with the UCC without being an official member.
7:00 PM
The Selectboard unanimously agrees to Adjourn 
Respectfully submitted,

Faith I. Brown, Interim Administrator

Read and Approved as submitted/amended

______________________________________

Steve Walkerman                                   Date

